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. British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (left) and Bonn Chan- 


cellor Helmut Kohl atthe Summit. 


New Soviet guidelines Wi 
the same old ideas 


Sranffurter Allgemeine 


TLIO 


Kremlin, and the uim of this emphitsis 
wus nut just Lu please Herr Honccker und 
keep the GDR quivt. 

There can re longer, since Mfr Gorba- 
chov’s after-dinner speech in Moscow. he 
any questiun of opportunities having 
been missed on the German Question. 

Since Mir Gorhachoy borrowed 1he 
metaphor from Mir Brezhncv the “cont- 
nion house" of Europe hax been given 
neither a new and mare pleasing ground 
plan nor more comfortable furniture. 

There cun only be any substantial 
change once the Kremlin leaders are 
agreed on three points: 

e thal ithe process of imegration in 
Western Europe is making headway: 

® .ıhat the US and Canadian military pres- 
ençe in Europe remitins indispensable; 

e» nnd tlıat nuclear weapons continue lO 
be needecl to keep Europe's archilecture 
table. 

1993 will mark not n conclusion to 
Western Europcun intcegriion DuL an in 
portant SICAPÎDB sone on the roa t0 d 
prosperity zane uf inilustrial demucra” 
cies inl Europe. 

‘The superiorily of the social market 
ceonumy und Western 1{Cclnqlogy have ul- 
rudy furttd Ihe ‘Soviet laclers tu reulise 
that 70 yeurs of revolution were in vain. 

The peaceful dynamism of a uniled 
Western Eurapé tan he sure to inltensily 


its intelectual and materiut attriction for’ 


Ensern Centeul Europ. 

Realists’in the Kremlin can nn longer 
aim to stm Ihe lide of His trend or lû 
prevanl it. Their comımçn objeclive nist 

` Continued on page 2 


he gud news is thal Sovivt forcign 

pulicy is heinp redefined on a muuler- 
ule and level-headed basis, The bid news 
is thal niilitarily the Sovitt Union has not 
gone in for reduction. So Soviet “new 
thinking” is no clifferent fron thie ull. 

Wilh unnharcd energy the Red Army 
continues to be plicd with heivy weapons 
for its “Western war theatre" while the 
Soviet air fnrce is equipped with modern 
fighter bombers. 

The same is true of (he medium-runge 
missiles that are being scrapped in accûrd- 
ance with the INF Treaty; they tıre heing 
replaced by long- and short-runge systems. 

The latest military bnlance issued hy 
the International Instilutce for Strategic 
Studies, Londen, leaves no doubt on all 
these points, and the Soviet military are 
not even bothering to make any claims ta 
the contrary. 

The Soviet Union's surprise atiack or 
ground-goining uperilion capably has 
ant been reduced in tht least. 

Soviet, "new thinking" Its not, Uther 
than by way uf semi-ufficial ileus, 
brought, about any changes in Wextpulie 
tik wilh regurtî to Berlin and Germany, 

This was last unmistakably dpparent 
during Chance lor Kohl's visi! 1 ihe 


Euro Summit shows limits 
to any leap forward 


Community leaders reiterated at the 
Rhodes summit (hul {hey huve no inten-= 
tion of setling up û "Fortress Eurupe. 

As for the larger Uuropeian nıarkel 
without frontiers to which everyone ref- 
urs anl which al} member-countries nare 
said to favour, it su Far resembles noth- 
iug so much as d cite in (hc air. 

The highest hurdles cı route lo {he pro- 
misc inert market live yet l0 le 
chara. They include fiscal barmonisi- 
tion, monetary cooperitien, welfi policy 
and Ihe abolition of border comrols, 

‘The Rhodes summit showed yel again 
that Britains Mt garct Thatchvr is chu” 
imine te prevent her partners in I.u- 
rope [rom veMuring lou grtul i lip 
lorwurd. 

AU this fairly carly stage in the debite 
the others were right not lo cpbarh on i 
tndimenal dispute wilh Airs Fhatchvr 
ot the Curtnuitg s puliticul bjevtivus, 
n Turpin cent af bant he uri lic 
mension or thie bolita ûf Border cunn- 
ırols. 

There wuuld have been Kar lou grit u 
risk of top-level political lixputes hocking 
any and all specifi stejns forwurd. 

Jacques Delors. president ul the Eura- 
pean Commission, is well itware that this 
British bastion cannot be tuken by storm. 

So, like the Turks who besieged the 
hastion of the Knights of St John where 
ıhe Europcan summit was held. M, Del- 
urs las opted in favour of lhe tenacious 
uppruach of trying to breach the Iron 
Lady's defences by gradually submitting 
specific, realistic, individual, proposuls 
designed to lend the imernal market its 
social dimension. 

lt would have heen unwise to discuss 
the abolition of border controls at this 
stagt. In twa or three years. when the in- 
ternal market is more cohesive and even 
more breaches have heen magic in the 
British bastion, the discussion will take 
a course entirely different Irom the 
shape Ît would have taken in Rhodes, 

The summif's fuilure to seriously Jis- 
cuss. Lhe. praposed. hurmanisatian of n~ 
dirçetl taxes was, in contrast, incompre-= 
hensihle, especially 4s the Commission's 
proposals hud been presenled and were 
available far debate. 

The Finance Ministers of the Twelve 
have ulready debated {hem in detail, 

Continued on' page 2 , 
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here was no great leap forward at 

the Rhodes mecling of the heals of 
stale and government of the 12 Euru- 
peun Cammunity memher-xslites. 

En route to the single immernal markel 
they took time afl for a hilf-way mark 
reappraisal of the situation. 

in the temperite Greek island climine 
they revicwed prugress tu date, look A 
closer luok at flcir [902 internal mir- 
kel Jendline und berwisr contenled 
thenselves with non-commmiltal declari1= 
tions of intent. 

After their vuccessful marathutu 
mectings in Brussels and Hanover they 
can hardly be begrudge having allowed 
themselves to he guided this time by the 


“germrfocrand lo haveweoneen Hate -OR«... 


ıhe art of non-committal conversation 
hy which the Ancient Greeks set such 
sior. 

Even so, the Eurvpean Comnmunity 
has na reuson far resting on its laurels. 

Su far the Twelve have kept lo the 
schedule and at half-wuy mark have 
Pissed roughly 50 per cent of the legis- 
lution needed for the single interitut 
market. 

Reciprocal recognition of university 
degrees. dercgulation of capital move- 
ment and perceptible progress in dere- 
g#ulalinz public sector contracts and 
reaching agreement on European stand- 
sirds are undoubtedly 4 firni foundation 
far further moves loward integration. 

Taken leger with the reform of the 
common ugriCultugal policy, the system 
ûf Community finances ‘and structural 
Policy, they are even more promising, 
The 1992 deudline has. lent the Com’ 
munity unforeseen intpcius: 

Within û few years Eurosclerasis has 
heen superseded hy 1 Eurodynantism 


thut has mide the procvss pL EHIppgMN . 


integration irreversible. 

The European Internal market is ex 
ercising u growing external effect, anl 
nul just on the Efta countries, which fecl. 
increasingly’ gvared 10 .the European 
Community. : 

The Community is sion more 'and 
morc clearly all over thé world as an: 
teenarmic and paliticdt force (o he reck-. 
oned with. The countries of astern Eur, 
rope have sounded out tfie prospects of 
tuoperntion in Brussels: 1 
1 The Amoricans and Japancse are 
Bvaring up, with ‘mixed. feelings, for 
lougher European compeliion — by 
setting up û [ree trade Zone cûmprising: 
Ihe United ‘States und Canada, far in- 
stance. 0 

; Their fenrs Aid: expectntioris seem 
wildly exaggeraled when viewed front. 
ihe European vantage point. Europekn 
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Routes to tour in Germany ğË 


The German 


Route 


1 Oberammergau 

2 Königsses 

3 Lindau 

4 Neuschwanstein Castle 


DZT VY ree mewe 


Beethovenstraşse ,69,.9-§00Q.FtanK{uLM. . 


Alpine 


German roads wilî get you 
there — so why not try the 
Alpine foothills with their 
Impressive view of the Alps in 
silhouette? The route we 
recommend is 290 miles long. 
From it, at altitudes of up to 
3,300 ft, you can see well into 
the mountains. 

In Germany's deep south 
viewpoints everywhere 
beckon you to stop and look. 
From Lindau on Lake 
Constance you pass through 
the western Allgãu plateau to 
the Allgãu uplands and the 
Berchtesgaden region. Spas 
and mountain villages off the 
beaten track are easily 
reached via side roads. Winter 
sports resorts such as 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen and 
the Zugspitze, Germany's 
tallest peak, or 
Berchtesgaden and the 
Watzmann must not be 
missed. Nor must 
Neuschwanstein, with its fairy- 
tale castle, or Oberammergau, 
home of the world-famous 
Passion Play. 

Visit Germany and let the 
Alpine Route be your guide. 
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An academic 
‘comes Into 
the cabinet 


Fwy Affairs Minister Ursula Lehr 
is a university don who has speci” 
lised throughout her acadlemiec life in 
the family, in the changing role and seli 
evaluation of women andl in the agecl. 

She has published numerous field re- 
porls indicaling how society has 
charged and is chnnging. She was one 
of Ibe first research scientists in the 
country to dunl with the psychology and 
ion of old people. 

She sees ould age as an opportunity 
and as a challenge. She is neither pensi- 
misıic nor resigned in her assessment of 
he situation. 

She constantly reaflirms her viuw 
that old age need nor be Lantnmount tt 
being uut of Lhe running, hit it can 
productive and hM retirement necul 
ne be cCjualeel with inactivity. 

“Longevily imposes obligations on Us 
all," she say's. 

She is nu well-preparcd tu take 
uver ul the M ry uf Yuuth, Faunmuly 
Affairs umd Health that Rita $ math 
win belore her, and heı publshed wutk 
shows she slices Frau Sisulh 
vicws. 

Bah hise cotslmlly called tur thc 
Lumil to be trengthenou ûs A0 MSU 
uun dd or wumen ts be able bth to 
sork and hove a fanply HIbry want 

She sun talsal Mt sis ul lite 
vvıc Changing In u suit whcte th 
pIopurtion oul old people was stcinhly 
INCTCASINE. 

She bas denolslcd utty lorgatattd= 
ig views und prejudices wlile regularly 
submiling encouraging MCu Iden 
about approaches to living. 

She wrote her sveand PhD thesis {the 
onc German acidentics need lu qualify 
as a professor) in the lute 1Y6 un 
Women iat Work, und she has supplicd 
many factual argumenis in fnvuur of 
work and a fumily being reconcilable. 

She has set a personal example as ù 
wife and mother of two sons. She 
showed in one work that a satisfied 
working mother was in many cases bet- 
ter for her child than a dissatisfied 
housewife. 

She has always strongly favoured 
men doing more housework. The dual 
role of work and housework must not 
be left to women alonê. 

Ursula Lehr, 58. comes from a Ro- 
man Catholic home. Her father was û 
banker. She took her Abittir, or higher 
school certificate, in Offenbach and 
studied in Bonn, where she was 
awarded her first chair i in development 
. psychology. 

‘Ir 1971 she switched to Cologne and 
has taught and’ ‘conducted research 
since 1985 ot HeideJberg University as 
head of the gerontology clepartment. : ' 

Her ' publîc' appearaıices at ton- 

gresses and in platform clebates have 
invariably shown her to bê û level- 
headed, authoritative person. She has a 
knack of soyerly, and iat timt§ stub- 
"bornly; ‘persuading othars to change 
their minds. 

She 1s widely versed in other aspects 
of health policy, which should stand her 
in good stead at (he Ministry. 

She ‘can be sure to take .up where 
‘Frau Süssmulh left off in ‘her work ûn 
behalf of the {amily in | generel and of 
omen in Parlour: 

.'' Marie Frisé 
. (Frankfurt Allgemêino Zeilung 
 ' fir Deutschland, 30 Navember L988) 


E: 


Wife, mother and now minister... 
Ursula Lehr. (Photo: Pely- Press) 


touch with reality, Is {hit un inevitable 
conseueuce of wivlding power? 

‘the Chancellor noted with approval 
the comment by a Junge Union speaker 
al Ihe yonib organisnion's Baden-Bad- 
un conference that the Barschel affair 
could recur anywhere ul any time. 

What the speuker meant was not the iir- 
bitrary way in which Premiers who 
wickled almost unlimited power tended to 
govern bul the party's inability lo exercise 
effective control aver He powers thi he. 

Decision-miaking processes ire in- 
creasıngly tıking place belund closed 
dours. 

As the Cliancellor win particularly 
secretive in he present Case Mere is tt 
way o telling caucly why he deciled 1u 
appoint Ursula-Mariu Lehr is Family 
Affairs Ministers. 

There is nu clear yarik ut suıtabil- 
ily for Ihe purl — vuther. perhaps, 
than the generid eaplanation Lhil u uvr~ 
anlulauht is an ip cChuice i iû CUMS 
where the aged are stendily growing ir 
number and young people growing lew- 


Fad fever. Klaus Dreher 


ISuddcutschr Zenuny. Munich. 
3M Nuvemher I4%K) 


Wi BONN 


Chancellor risks party row 
in choice of minister 


might be accused of having been over- 
hasty in dropping Herr Jenninger. as he 
was on @ previous occasion when Hans 
Filbinger resigned as Premier of Baden- 
Wiürttemberg. 

The CDU leader wus accused at the 
ıime of. dropping his fellow-Christian 
Democrat like a hot potato. Would he 
be similarly accused in Herr Jenninger's 
cnse? 

Herr Jenningcr has certainly received 
bags full of mail fram correspondents 
who feel his speech was honourable anl 
merely inept in its delivery. 

Regardless of CDU criticism of the 
speed al which the Chancellor clisposed 
vf the Speaker — cn route bMween 
Washington and New York — Herr Jen- 
ninger’s resignation was rigll and indlis- 
pensable, 

What might the public reaction have 
been if he had hesilled! Alf he can fair 
ly he accused of is failure to satisfaclori-= 
ly explsin his reasons o a wider public. 

Ever since Herr Kohl bis emerged ds 
u Chancellor who will tolerate no 
cuompetitiun the pulilicil scene in Bunn 
his reembhled nothing so much is i 
uasworks iu which the pulHic secs 
members uf the government in dcliun 
hut has no dua uf the rules hy which 
they are guided. 

‘That is doubtless uw hy he hus heen cri 
licised from branches uf the purty such 
ils the Junge Union, the social cummit- 
ادح اتاد تللاد .مدا‎ 
even though he is prohably the wrung 
targel [ar criticism. 

The party leadership at both Federal 
and Land government level is increa- 
singly accused of having completely lost 


Give us a chance before we 
grow old, pleads youth 


or Henning Voscherau of Hamburg is 
over 50. Volker Hauff is.48. 

The new CDU leader in the Rhine- 
land-Palatinate, Hans-Otto Wilhelm, 
may have been elected with Junge Un- 
ion support but he Loo is nearly 50. 

Yet even though this generalion gap 
Is everywhere apparent, at schools and 
universities, for instance, Chancellor 
.Kohl would do well to take the com- 
plaints seriously.ı 

Bul, on the other hand, young people 
with palitical ambitions do not look 
impressive wiien ‘they by bicilyFacheiri 
this way. The youngor generation has 
never beên granted office on n ا‎ 
platter. 

Helmut Koh! may have been elected 
Prime Minister of the Rhineland-Pala- 
tinate al 39, but not by walling ancl 
gnashing of teeth; he worked harcl und 
won majority support. 

Sû why donî ihe young Tigh for ı 1 


‘share of power and influence rather 


‘than wring their hands in appeals to the 
party? Is it a sign of the times? Do {hey 
fedl others arê obliged lo help them to 
the, tdp? 

A rebellious spedch is no biol of 
political ` qunfifleations, Neither’ 1s 
moaning and groaning. Rudolf Bauer: 


* + (Rhoiniseho Pont Düsseldorf, 
` 28 November 1988) 


P fiend o are hanging on too long 
instead of handing over to younger 
people, say young members of the con- 
servative union parties. 

The congress of the Junge Union, the 
youth wing of the CDU/CSU, says that 
older politicians are keeping the young 
out of the running for office. 

The CDU/CSU's elected represen- 
tatives are, on average, 50-year-olds, 
Members of CDU/CSU governments 
also tend to be about that age. 

Although that may be the right age 
for: politicians, :younger people sense 
that the road to the top will be. blocked 
for a long time unless they speak out. 

The gap between presenl lcaders and 
the younger generation will be loo wide 
if today's 5Û-year-olds stay put for a 
further 15 to 20 years, .. :... 

By holding on to their jobs they will 
keep younger people out of the running 
for power, responsibility, office (and 
well-paid jobs): Thal‘cannot be good 
for relations: between politicians and 
the younger generation. . EF 

. The Social and Free Democrats iare 
equally conscious'of Lhe problem. Thè 
Young Liberals: say - much’ the 
same. Willy Brandt's political “grand- 
children," today's SPD ders; are 
now around 50. 5 

Premier Björn Engholm af Sehles- 


:wig-Holstein, forrinstance, is 48. May- 


. .ییایب ادل د 


Chancellor Kohl has again gone outside 
the Bundestag (Parliament) to choose a 
cabinet uıinister, Ursula-Mlaria Lehr, a 
university professor, takcs over the port 
folio of Family Affairs iı place of Rita 
Siissnuuth, who ls now the Speaker. The 
Chancellor is the only cabinet member ap- 
pointed by the Bundestag. He can pick 
ministers from outside the Bundestag, 


hancellor Kohl has shown courage, 

enterprise and imagination in np- 
poinling Ursula-Maria Lehr as Family 
Affairs Minister 1o0 succeed Rita 
Süssmuth, now Bundestag Speaker, 

His success in the ‘difficult search for 
dû successor to Frau Sissmuth is partly 
duc to the surprise factor. Professor 
Lelır is a newcomer to the piulitical stage 
in Bonn, and an academic. 

The Chancellor is evidently willing to 
run the gnuntlet of dissatisfaction in the 
parliamentary party, which has aguin 
becn ignored in thr choice of a Cabinet! 
Minister. 

Herr Kohl's inclination to hir¢ people 
who ûrê nut involvecl in federal politics 
has become such ù habit that it miglu 
seem that û Christian Democrat who 
aims 10 get into Purliament is puting 
himself or herself ùt iı disiulvantage. 

But Ihe Chancellor can't he acettsedl ul 


Ising the ranks of puliticians in the Liirieler 


to fill his cabinet ranks. If he dic that, hi 
room for choice would sven he narrow. 
لیابم وز ایا رٹ لل‎ 
ly the trouble he may have with the par- 
liamentary purty. Al present it cınnot 
afford even a limited clash with the 
Chancellor, who is its very backbone. 

Besides, the long drawn-out debate 
on who might succeed Frau Süssmuth 
showed the parliamentary party to be 
unable to come up with a suitable can- 
didate, Neither Roswitha Verhilsdonk 
nor Agnes Hürland filled the bill. 

The new Minister had to be moderately 
progressive yet equally acceptable for con- 
servative women voters. She must also 
know something about the subject and 
havê a track record that at least did not 
disqualify her for the portfolio. 

So Herr Kohl and his advisers needed 
little imagination to predict that there 

would be ~ag, uproar among women 

members of thê CDU/ÇCSU parliamen- 
tary party. It receiyéd the’ Chancellor's 
notification. of what was, by then, no 
longer news with a sigh of relief, 

The parliamentary party has Come to 
terms with {he fact that il is remote-con” 
trolled from the Chancellor's Office. 

Thê only contribution it canelaim to 
have made toward solving the conflict 
hat began with Speaker Philipp Jen 
ninger’s unfortunnle speech to the Bun- 
Ueslag on the 5Uth, anniversary of the 
Kristalinacht is {hat its leader and some 
vf its members refusecl. lq stand for 
Şpeaker in Herr Jenninger' 5 place. 

The Chancellor. persuaded Herr Jen- 
ninger lo resign. He persuaded Frau 
Süssmuth to take over as Speaker. Pro- 
fessor Lehr was his chigice as Family Af- 
fairs Minister to lake over from Frau 
Süssınuth. 

He did so at a pace that party-paliti- 
cal onlookers noted with bated breath, 
When he, presented his new Minister, 
ending. the, vacuum, of empty chairs, 

. MPs were stili busy pondering over how 
the crisis had- begun. 

"` The’ party' was: worrled Herr Kohl 
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N ew statistics 


reveal ا‎ 


military strengths 


Silner GtadtIInaelger 


n almost all defence categories, the 
Federal Republic of Germany has 
lhe largest land-based armed forces in 
Europe — apart from the Soviet Union 
~— say thu latest Nato figures. 

The’ cûmparative slatistics for Nato 
ond the Warsaw Pact countries re- 
leased in Nato capitals are the first 
coourtliniHed data comparison Nato has 
issucd since L984, 

As usual, the East.Bloc is found to be 
much superior in weapons for launch- 
ing an attack or an invasion. 

Nato has drawn up the statistics to 
underline its view that the Warsaw Pact # 
must make much bigger cuncessions ! 
than the West at the proposed conven- ' 
tional disırmament talks to strike a hal- ' 
ance in Europe from the Atlantic 10 Ihe 
Urals, 

The Nato report, which is said to be 
based on the latest Western figures und 
on estimates where the East is con- 
ceried, lists arms and manpower by 
country for the first time. 

In main» hattle tanks, for instance, tie 
Federal Republic heuds the list in the 
West, with 4,330, followed by Turkey 
with 3,000, while in the East the Soviet 
Union. with 37.000 tanks. comes well 
3,800, Pn- 
lund, 3,40U, and East Germany, 3,000. 

The Federal Republic leads the West 
in armoured infantry vehicles too, 
while its artillery firepower is second 
only to Turkey's. As for helicopters 
and combat aircraft, the Federal Re- 
public is outnumbered in Western Eu” 
rope by the United States, 

Nato is worried by the Warsaw Pact's 
enormous superiority in tanks, artillery 
and engineering corps strength and bY 
the threat it poses to the West. 

The latest figures, which have been 
submitted to all 35 countries associat” 
ed with (he Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), i5 in- 
tended to prompt the East ta be more 

“transparent” and ,releasê «detailed fi” 
gures on its arms and manpower in time 
for the forthcoming disarmament talks. 

Nato secrelary-general Manfred 
Wûrner has appealed to Mr Gorba: 
chov, the Soviet leader, to let actions 
follow his words and show earnest On 
the reduction in conventional .arma": 
‘ments whictehe proposed. : 

Thomas Meyer .. 
(Kãlner Stadı-Anzclgef, 
Cologne, 26 Navomber 1988) 
أ‎ 
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Nato sécretary-general Manfred Wörner (left) and Bonn 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Herr Wörner was playing an offl- 
clal vislt to Bonn. See Perspective, page 5. 


(Photo: dp) 


enue Minister Rupert Scholz l0 have taken’ 
1 “very positive" and “most ipprecintive" 
vicw of lhe Gernın ulefence contribution. 

He rated, after tle initial session af the 
autumn conference, lhat US Defence Se- 
crelary Frank Carlucci had endorsed the 
Eurogroup's report. 

Herr Scholz referred to the contribu- 
tion the Federal Republic had made by in- 
creming the length of conscription and 
vontinued to make in the forn) of “immate- 
rial" provisions suclı as allowing 900,000 
servicemen lo he stioned in Germany. 

Ile said iı German prupasil to set up ù 
multinatioml airborne division in nor- 
hern Germ hil heen Ghent up in 
Brussels. 

I was vviaged in including German, 
Brith, Belgian and Dutch personnel. A 
working pirly kd ben entrustetl ith 

Wigfricd Miinster 
(Suddvutsche Zeitung, Munich, 
23 December IYKK) 


meeting of the Def- 
nee Planning Contr 
mittee, Or twice 
yearly session of 
Nato Dufence Min- 
isters, the Euro- 
group cxtended the 
burden sharing is- 
sue to include tratle 
ties hewceen Eu 
rope apd North 
Antvericu and the 
ceMmon drıiis MuUr- 
ket. Beonumic poli- 
ceymakers were re- 
minded of the "in- 
ternatlunal cconomic dimension" of the 
FEurapeun Community's forthcoming 
single internal market. 

What they nteant was that the United 
Stiles musi, partly in vicw uf common se- 
curity inlerests, be guarueed privileged 
access lo the European internal market, 

This having bev suid, the Eurogroup 
then took (he United Stites tu task, not- 
ing in ils cenımuniqud that the securily of 
Europe cuplinued to depend un North 
American cummiltment und un Ihe con- 
linucd presence nf North Amuri 
iruups in Europe to guarantee the alli- 
ance strategy of deterrence and defence, 

This reminder win fel by European 
Defence Ministers tu be neccessary in 
view uf whal state sceretary Lothir Rihl 
uf the Bunn Defence Ministry referred lo 
us û cacstrit Or hiatus the ransilion in {he 


White House nnd the trrgcr’Pemrnctitic’ 


ınujority in Congress meant for Anteri- 
ua's European allies. 
Nato partners were suid by Bonn Def- 


New Soviet guidelines 


pons with a rangc of less than 500km. 
That would amount to not only cancella- 
tion of Nato's “flexible response” slrategy 
but, implicitly, to calling on the Americans 
to withdraw from Europe, 

Mr Gorbachov would then be alone in 
pussessing nuclear weapons in Europe — 
apart from the British and French nuclear 
deterrents, which as Hltima ratio weapons 
serve i somewhat different purpose, 

The United States will neither consider 
a return to the “massive retaliation" strate- 
gy of the 1950s nar leave its Iroops sta= 
tioned in Europe without nuclear support. 

As a result Nato would be finished and 
Europe might once nore be the scene of a 
conventiunnl war. 


. Theatre quclear weapons must and will. 


be reduced to ù reusunable ancl adejuate 
level, but the stabilising effect of nuclear 
weaponts in and [or Etrope must, on the 
alher handl, be retained. 

Internal change in the Soviet Union iš§ 
revolutionary and dramatic. If it goes; off 


the ralls it could pose a threat to the outs 


side world. 

This Lhreat is acecntualcd by’ foreign 
policy vhunge, especially in Easlern Cen- 
ıral Eurupe, not yel faving begun. : 

The West has ant interest in nol prevent- 
ing the Gorbuchov revolution from above. 
Whether il can Help is another matter, 


Hut hie West's task cannot be to spare 


Soviet leaders the choice between gus 


and butter. Help must first arid foramost. ٢ 


come from within. 


Afichael Stiirmı 
(Frankfurter Alfgenfeine Zell 1 
fr Deutschland, 1 Decembar iat) 


Continued from page 1 


be to keep under control, hy means of 
coordinaled management, an inevitahle 
change in East-West relations that is sure 
lo increase instability. 

There can be no question of revising 
frontiers, but form and content must 
change. Austrian accession 10 the Euro- 
pean Community is a case in point. 

The ronf that is shared in lhe common 
house of Eurupe is a metaphor thal nıust 
mut close uur eyes to (hv [act that raufs of 
this kind are nade of values, ideas and in- 
terexts afl of which link Western Europe 
and North America and separate them 
from the Soviet empire, 

The "Europeun house” figure of speech 


‘has nathing in ils fnvuur hut gcugrnphy 


und unclviır senlimen!s, 

In tlie culd war era the Soviet Union 
may have overlooked the fact that Ameri- 
c's role in Europe was more than merd 
conlinmenl and nı miliary guarunltee; lt 
uverruled previous European conflicts 
and dispules, lent expression t0 economic 
tnerdepemleree aml was a meas of 
ntinkûning international political stabil 
Uy, 

‘The change tul now nppears imminent 
stems likely le intensify this US role, I will 


. Mo longer be cnough for the Soviet Union 


tı grudgingly accept un American pres- 
ence İ! eannof, İn my case. prevent, 
It must he the precondititm and struclu- 


` ral architectural element'of all | planning, 


The double zero sululion in respect of 
land-based medium-range nuclear missiles 


. Îs row to be follawed, as the Soviet Union 
‘(Hannaversche Allgemrvîne, 5 Necemher 1988) 


sees il, by the serippig ofall nuclear wea- 


fects 


WW SECURITY 


Spending dominates 
defence agenda 


N: Defence Ministers met in Brus- 
sels for a two-day autumn confer- 
ctice dealing mainly with sharing the 
burden of military spending, 

‘The Unitedl Slates, with its heuvy buul- 
gul und foreign trade deficits, is keener 
thun ever Lo see Western Europe make u 
more substamial contribution toward (he 
cost uf clefendling Ihe Continent. 

A report snhmited to the conferemwe 
assessed the contribution male by incli= 
vîlual countries and outlined scetors in 
which improvements were felt to be pose 
sible. 

Hurogroup Defence Ministers aprectl 
in preparatory consulations l0 play a 
comprehensive and constructive role in 
sırengihening Nuto"s defence cupability. 

Bul they strungly rejected (he US ac- 
cusation that their coutribution toward 
joint defence was inndequate. 

The L2 Defence Ministers of Euro- 
group nıember-countries launched un in 
formation campaign in which they under’ 
scared {heir cuntributiun within Nato. 

They distributel a braclure entitled 
*Burden Sharing ~— The Eurnpean Vicw” 
in which figures were quoted to illustrute 
their claim that Europe and Turkcy have 
shouldered must of the burden of their 
conventional defence. 

The brochure heightened the improv 
vion that the North Atlantic pict is heitd- 
ing for a serious transatlantic clh on 
burden sharing, 

I notes that in the European and ‘Tur-= 
kish sectors of Nate 95 per cent of divl- 
siaus, JÛ per cent of lruops and artillery, 
B80 per cent ol tanks aml combut aircraft 
and 65 per cunt of larger warships are lo- 
cally supplied. 

If a state af emergency were [O arise 
the United States could mobilise 3.8 mil- 
lion men, whereas Europe could mobilise 
seven million. 

Between 14970 and 1987 Europe is 
said to have incrensed its defence spend- 
ing by 34 per cent on average and in reul, 
i.e. inlalion-adjusted terms. 

America, in contrast, is saidl to have in- 
creascd its defence spending hy only 15 
per cent over the same peritd —~ and to 
have reducecl ils troop strength in Eu- 
rope, whereas Europe had increased its 
service manpower. 

The brochure deals in detuil with the 
ement to which the Federal Republic uf 
Gernuny is affected hy foreign troops 
and manoeuvres, 

Nata ix said to hold 85 larger and 
about 5,00)? smaller-scale military ¢xer- 
cise a year in Germiiny, nat tû mention 
SBU,0WM Flight movements by niilitary 
aircrafl. 

Al talks Uu tradiionally begin the 


Continued from page 1 


‘The mosl camlruversiul lems have been 
ilemified, : 

No-one who calls to ind the tx re 
ior debut in the Uederal Republic of 
Germuny will full to appreciute how dife 
ficull İl is lڦ‎ reform tux systems. Euch 
und every change has profound 
on budgets unt national cconumiés. 

No-one will larbour illusions thu the 
propose tix harmonis:iun cin be imple 


mented in a maller of months, and time iş . 


short. In the final analysis Ihe European 

Communily now bas only two yeats left if 

it is to reach ngreument in time for its 
1992 deadline. Thomas Gack 
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the alliance member states, including the 
Federal Republic of Germany, not to ask 
what people just happen to be thinking nt 
the moment, but that they exercise politi- 
cal leadership, 

They mus explain to the population 
that we must sustain an independent sys- 
1em of defence if we want to preserve 
peace and support policies of change and 
disarnıament control, 

Isnt thal a contradiction in terms? 

A: I only seems to be. When arms con- 
trol negotiations have been successful the 
armament hurdens can be reduced. If 
necd be, however, unpopular decisions 
mıuıst be taken, 

Q: What docs the Nalo secretary-gen- 
eral think about the idea of ù Europeani- 
sation of scenrily pulicy, as udvocated, for 
example, hy the CDU member of the 
Bundestag Karl Lımers? 

A: Lam firmly convinced hat i Sirceng= 
tihening of Europe İs in the inlerest of the 
alliance as a whole. A stronger Eurnpu is 
beter for the alliance than na weaker Bu- 
rope, Just as a stronger America is beer. 
European political cuoperition, however, 
must be compatible with the guncral in- 
terest ofthe alliance, 

Q: What docs tht mean? 

A: It must be conducive and nut Jetri 
mental 0 Amcricin cngiugemem in Eu- 
rope. Nulions of an independent Furu- 
pem defence are unrcialiic und cver 
dangerous. We shill rut Create o chub 
within aclub, 

In Ihe final irtlysis, however, all Huru 
peut members af Nutter sttppuort this Eure’ 
peun Nato Cornerstone. 

Q: But France has regularly declared 
tht is would nol mihe Use of Nuclear 
wuipons 1u sive, say, Bonn ... 

A: Û shall not cumment un the upımun 
of the French president, France defines 
it own HUcCleur pubcy in hne with ts wn 
savercign ideas, France is un extremely 
loyal memher of the palitical nlianve. 

Q: Since the death af Franz loccf 
Sırauss, one of the Mont active adVocines 
uf the European Fighter Aircraft, therv 
ure growing signs that this projet miay in 
the cend fail, How (lo yuu rule the cunse- 
quences of such a decision lur European 
defence? 

A: This is another allempt to involve 
me in a controversial natlonal policy is- 
sue. [ cannot comment on il, 

Q: And the European dimension? 

A: The secrelary-general is not respon- 
sible for the success or failure of a project 
but for securily. Which aircraft Euro” 
peans buy is not a malter for him . 

Q: Not only the example of the Euro- 
pean Fighter Aircraft shows that sophisti 
cated technology makes weapons systems 
increasingly expensive. How can this 
trend be reversed? 

A: Only by greater cooperation, which 
must begin in the alliance-wide develop- 
ment. This is, the. only method. It is a diffi- 
cull and. bumpy road and we havc only 
made a little headway so far. . 

The necessity of dwindling defence 
budgets may even lead to the virtue of 
ceconomising by cooperation. . 

Q: In the field of çlectronics in gencral 
the prices are ıumbling. Only the weapon 
systems with their increasing amount of 
eleatronlc, equipment are becoming more 
and more expensive. 

A: In relurn, however, tho efficiency of 
these weapon systems is much greater,. 

Çomıparé a motlern aircraft, for exam- 
ple, with the kind of aircraft I even flew 
myseèlf, the G 91 or the Torrtado,: 

What is more, one must renıember that 
‘East’ and West face the. same problem. 
Mikhail Gorbackov lıas also started to ido 
some exact calculating. 

“i .1 Friedrich ThelenfRoland Tichy 

ı . . "ı.: +Wirtsehaftswoche, Düsseldorl, 

E 1 25 November 1988) 


J PERSPECTIVE 


US entitled to ask Germans to pay more 
towards Euro defence, says Wörner 


tank or withdrawn n single soldier, He 
should do whal the Chinese did. They cut 
their army by a millon İn 10 years." On 
the question of Soviet intentions, Wörner 
sald: “Intentions can change from one day 
to the next. Lenders can be repluced." 


schafiswothe, hat an independent system 
of defence must be paid for to keep peace 
and support policies of disarmament con- 
trol, But he warned thal military potential 
continucd to grow in the Soviet Union: 
“Gorbachoy has not yet scrapped a single 


The Anıerlcans are aııtitled to ask why a 
wealthy Germany should not pay more 
towards the cost of dcfence in Europe, 
says Manfred Wûrner, secretnry-general 
of Nato and a former Bonn Defence Min- 
isler, He told the business weckly, Wirt- 


A: In the allinnce there are, of course, 
varying vicws. 

Incidentally, I find that the dramallsa- 
tion of such a decision does nat clo justice 
to the actual situation, 

The heads of stale und government 
leaders have clearly slatedl that we cannot 
do without nuclear weapons in the future 
and thal weapons have t0 bce rencwecl 
unce they lave hecome obsolete. 

The Warsaw Pact does this without 
asking tis for our apitiutt, 

Q: Beneath the surface there is a lot of 
irritMlion in the USA. Many Anıcricins 
fecl that the Europeans, especially {he 
Germans, are carning good nowy but 
are not doing enough for conumon «lef- 
unce, 

Ducsn't this lend lo problems within 
the alliance, particularly since the USA 
Ires not Laken to the ila uf the ‘connu 
European hous’ lorwarded hy Mlikhail 
Gurhicehuv’ 

A: The discussion un sharing Costs is 
reully u discussion unt Europe’s role in the 
alliance. 

The Americans are ubviously emilled 
1w inh whether u sironger FEurnpe 
ا جات اننا تفای سا ایت‎ 
sponsibililies. 

As far us Gorbachov and the cominort 
European house is concerned, all I can 
say is: there can be no common Eurupean 
house without the involvemem vf the 
Americans. 

And I'm only willing to talk about a 
conımon European house once the Berlin 
wall has been pulled down. 

What are your comments on a claim 
made by an influential general in the Bun- 
deswehr alter Helmut Kohl's return [rom 
Moscow that the Bundeswehr’s stereo- 
ıype image of the enemy i is now starting to 
crumble? 

A: The Bundeswehr has never needecl 
such aıi image. Nato was interested in re- 
laxing Eas\-West relations and helped 
bring about this change. Without Nato 
there would be no glasnost or perestroika. 

Nato doesn’t need! false coricepts of 
threat. For people in Germany the main 
threat is the danger of war, and at the mo- 
ment this does not exist. Goreachov has 
got other worries. 

When we talk about {hreat we'do not 
nmtean 'imîentions Bui miliary potentlal. 
And il continues to grow in the Soviet 
Union, 

Qorbachov has not scrapped: n single 
tank yet or withdrawn a single soldier. 

.‘He should follow the example of the 
Chinese, who reduced the size of their ar¬ 
my by a million in 10Û years. i 

Q: The .German Population i is more i 
terested | in Soviet intentions «. 

Ar.Intentions can change fam onc day 
to Ihe next. Leaders can’ be replaced’ — 
that's something we cannot influence. . 

We would be doing nobody, including 
Gorbachov, a favour by unilaterally rer 
ducing our defence efforts.’ . 

Q: Bonn’s defence budget is at its low 
est level 'since 1982: Where is the money 
for “the burden-sharing: envisaged: by 
Washington goiag to come from? .- . 

“A: İ expect from all political leaders in 


Genscher, however, has given to under- 
stand that a modernisation of nuclear 
weapons runs contrary to the spirlt of the 
agreement an short-range missiles. 

Are you again obliged lo say I'd like to 
pass comment but I'm nol alowed to? 

Af No, I gither from what Chancellor 
Kohl and others have said that Germiuny 
StH has an interest in an overall concept. 
1 am certain that the Federal Republic 
will play its part in ensuring that this 
overall concept materlulises on tiie. 

Q: Even during Chancellor Kohl's vis- 
il to Moscow allempts were madc to stall 
the moadernisition discussion. But yat 
were able to prevent this. 

A: I am respunsihle for making sure 
that the alliance carefully considers the 
decixiuns needed and Lakes Hem in timc. 

“Tagether with the ministers of the alli- 
unce ! ensured that the decision-making 
process continucl huoth wilh respect to 
in overall concept andl lo the question of 
ù possible modernisslinn, 

Q: Now a number of ther Elrupeun 
guvernments are also [uced by dilficull- 
ivs regarding the nıodernisatiun of nuce“ 
lear weapons. 


irschaftswoche: Herr Wûörner, 
have the Germans ınoved closer 
to Nato since you were appointecl Nato 
secretary-general? 

Wörner: Our significance and our 
role in the alliance has become more 
visible. 

Q: But your successor as Defence 
Minister, Rupert Scholz, would nppar- 
ently like to recluce Bonn's Nato com- 
mitmenls — the Bundeswchr troop 
strength, fur example. 

A: In accordance with his role the se- 
cretary-general uf the alliance docs not 
camnmtient on national decisions. 

As secrelary-genceral. however, 1 
hope that the contribution of the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany te the aHiance 
will remain undiminished, Indeed, ıhat 
it will be steppecl up in parls. 

This applics to the strength and oper- 
ational capacity of the Bundeswehr as 
well as to the political contribution. 

Q: Allow us to take up the second 
aspect, the puliticul contribution. 

Officially, Bonn is wuiting for anı 
overall concept for armament and disar- 
manent. Bonn Foreign Minister 
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New generation ‘rejecting 
communist propaganda’ 


this sense. And many of this generation 
saw the realities and cither opposed the 
regime openly or retreated into a mood 
of resignation. This was one reason for 
a growing exodus to the West. Many of 
those who could not get out sought an 
“inner exlle" or practised civil disobedi- 
ence. The result was that East Germany 
was on the point of losing the services 

of some of Its best thinkers, This report! 
was written by Bernd Brügge for Ihe 
Ldbecker Nachrichtett, 


East Germans are becoming less and 
less afraid of facing the facts and openly 
admitting the contradiction between 
ideological claims and the harsh reallt- 
ies of life under a communisi regime, 
says (he Mayor of West Berlin, Eber- 
hard Diepgen. In a speech in the Bun- 
deslag in Bonn, Dlepgen sald that de- 
cades of socialist educalion liad been 
unable to guarantee loyalty to the re- 
gime, Now n younger gencration was 
emerging wlilch was not "cducated" in 


way in which the Eust Berlin leader- 
ship is trying to prevent any liberalisa- 
tion along Soviet lines, 

In his “Report on the State of the 
GDR” Dicpgen oullined Ihe contradic= 
tions. On the one hand, ùn incrcase in 
çoercive measures by the state security 
police; on the other, liberalisaliun in 
the legal policy ficld. 

On the one hand, official permission 
to perform critical plays in Cast Ger- 
man theatres; on the other, petly- 
minded censorship. 

On the one hand, ù critical appraisal 
of greal personulities such as Luther 
and Bismarck; on lhe uther, a refusal 
to discuss controversial qucstions uf 
contemporary history such as the Hit- 
ler-Stalin pact. 

On the une hand, a tolerution of the 
reception of western television and, an 
the other, a ban on certain Soviet films. 

Although it is oflen claimed that the 
situation in East Germany cannol br 
„ampared, with the situation in the Se- 
Tet Uuiun, the sigh uf long yucues 
outside of the shops is no longer a rar” 
ity. 

Diepgen only touched on the possi- 
ble reasons for the growing isolation of 
the East German regime. 

At a much later stage than in the 
West, he said, the East is experiencing 
an alternation of generations. 

The decades of socialist education 
have been unable to guarantee loyalty 
to the regime. On (the contrary, the 
propaganda has provoked criticism. 

According to Diepgen the younger 
generation in East Germany is “in the 
good sense — an un- -educated genera- 
tion.” 

East Germans are becoming lêss and 


less afraid of facing facts and openly : 


admitting the contradiction between 
ideological claims and harsh realities 
of socialism in its present form. 

Their reaction fluctuates between 
opposition and resignation, and Diep” 
gen is convinced that this is one of the 
major reasons’ for the rising growing 
exodus'to thë'West,. 7 

Many East Germans who are nol 
granted afi exit permit seek inner exile 
and demonstrate civil disobedience. 

In Diepgen’s words, East Germany 
is on the verge of losing somie of its 
best “thinkers” as a result of “inward 
‘and outward emigration”. 

Nane of thé Deutschlandpolltik ek 
perts gathered in the Bundestag con 
tradicted this analysis. 


What ‘is more, they also’ slippjorted 


the conclušionis Diepgen drew for acti 
,¥lties inside and outside the realm of 
„politics. 

“Dan’t forget us. This is a sêntencé 


which every West German who’ speaks - 


with Germans in İhe GDR kieats, 


We 


1 
J" E Bernd Brilgge 


. ` (lLlibeckor: Nachrlcnien, 2 Deçomber 1988). 


‘must take hig reriinder more serlos: 


he Muyor of Berl Eberharcl 

Diepgen, is the most competent 
person lo ACL aS û spokesman Hor the de- 
sires und hopes of people in the “other 
purt of Germany", Wes! Berliners are 
closer than anyone else to the Germans 
in East Germany. 

Ti scemed that here in the Bundestng 
on Ihe uccusion of Chancellor Kohl's 
skle-of-the-nation speech, members 
were waiting for Dicpgen to take on this 
rule with greater conviction. 

În his speech, Chancellor Kohl hud 
already alniUed that many of the Hopes 
sinulated hy Erich Tlonecker’s visit to 
Bonn in September last year had not 
bec fultilled. 

Despite the increase in the number of 
visitors frum East Germany, here is i 
general feeling ol disappointment at the 


An old Stalinist 


‘streeches’ 7 7 


against reform 


Franffurter Allgemeine 


alima a LTC ninan 


major aspect of Chancellor Kohl's 

state-of-lhe-nation speech in the 
Bundestag was the continuing oppression 
in East Germany. 

The Chancellor was so frank that the 
American news agency, the Associated 
Press, said: “Kohl accuses GDR of Rep- 
ression.™ 

Nohouly has spoken about Honecker 
like that before. But the East German 
leader the very same day scented only to 
confirm cverything Kohl had said. 

Honecker attacked the very idea of 
any reform with a previously unknown 
feracily which made remarks by another 
party member, Hager, scem almosl rer 
served. 

Hager had said, in reference to the So- 
viel reforms, hat Easl Gerniany was 
“rat joining in the wallpapering of the 
houses Of sucialism.”". 

Honecker called references lo re-ex- 
anmining Lhe history of the Soviet Com 
munist purly as lhe “chatter gone wild of 
polit hourgcuis who wish to rewrite histo- 
ry.in the bourgeois sense." 

Huger made Gorbachov look like a 
painler-decorator.. Honecker made lim 
look like a toad. 1 

Honecker is afraid of "marching into 
anarchy.” For Stalinists, lhe inability to 
continue tolalitarian rule is nothing oihier 
than anarchy. . i. 

:ILwas an interesling German Thursday 
inthe Bundestng. “1 

(Frankfuner Allgemolné Zeltûng‏ . ج 
tir Doytschland, 2 December 1988)‏ - 


inepporlune moment for Mikhail Gorba- 
chov. 

is the East German Communist Party 
perhaps hoping lal Gorbachov’s oppo- 
nents will eventually gain the upper band? 

By strictly rejecting reforms with such 
inflexibility the ofl men in East Berlin are 
only fanning the flames of critical opposi- 
tion in their own country, 

Already faced by fol supply problems 
the Fast German population is becoming 
increasingly disappointed, cmbiltered 
about the politics pursued by their leaders, 
In some cases the result is resignation and 
apathy. 

‘This discontentntent is not only reflect» 
ed in the gencrally silent protest action, 
but alsa in the growing desire lo legally or 
illegally leave the country for good, 

Sune of the younger mentbers uf the 
Communist Party are also unhnppy about 
the currenl «lisavuwal of Moscow's refnrni 
puficics, ufthough there is no sign of an ur- 
puisedl rebellion, 

There ure rumours nnd specululion 
about a reMHûvement uf [lonceker, wlio is 
76, în the reir future, 

Lis power bise does not appar to he 
se slalble as it wis a year ago and his public 
appuurances show Hat ge i aking its tul. 

For the time being, theretore, Bonin will 
have 1o conlinur trying to come 10 sme 
urranpgement with Honccker and his ull 
Buiurd. 

‘The end uf the Honecker eri, which 
cuukl begin ùt a Communist Party curnler- 
ence in 1YAN, ix unlikely to usher in a new 
era Of reform. 

There is no one in vight among the 
cuklidites seriutsly considered for the 
sucedaiurn who might be more Livuurible 
toward Gorıchovstyle refornn. 

Apart from the ruined atinvsphere, 
Eas Geruuiny's imernal problems woull 
not ùt first glance uppear to have {hul 
much influence. 0n. tho.-zelationship..bes . 
Iween Bun und East Berlin. 

Talks on specific issues continue as 
usuill, und there has even bhecn an advance 
in one field. 

In return for the generous contribution 
by Bonn for the extension of the {rinsil 
cunnectian hetwecn Berlin and the West, 
East Bertin is no longer making lhe clean- 
ing up of the River Elbe dependent on 
agreement to draw up the horder in the 
middle of the river. 

Agreement was reached to start envi- 
ronmental protection negotiations. 

What is more, a record number of peo- 
ple is expecled to travel from East Ger- 
many lo the Federal Republic of Germany 
this year. 

Yet despite afficial statements hy East 
Berlin emphasising its desire to inlensily 
relutions with Bonn the current develop- 
ment there has a paralysing effect on pali- 
tical dialogue. 

No-one’s talking about o possible visit 
ın East Germany by Helmut Kohl, which 
is more Or less due us iı return visit [ollow- 
ing Hlonecker's visit to Bonn. : 

Neither Lonccher nor Kohl are able to 
cmeretise this project al the present lime 
iı view of the incalculable risks for both 
xides, 

Flow should West German politicians 
reuct lo the crilical development in East 
Germany 7 

Honn sfloulkd criticise the restriction uf 
human rights and the injustice. 

A the same lime, however, it shoulcl 
avokl a ciirect conlcontuliun wich ifte East 
German lenders und the uddllionat strain 
on relations that would bring. 

Poliicians involved in the field of 
Doutschlandpolilik are faced by the diffi- 
cult task of advocating change in East 
Germany without , ohfending those ho 
seek to prevent li. 


Claus Wertermann 
{(Kdlner SlaJt-Anztiger, 
Cologne, 29 Novomher 1988) 
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East Berlin 
begins the 
bullying again 


The Ensl Berlin gorcrnmenl has begin 
bullying its critics again. Securlly police 
are using none-too-sublle means {1o sil- 
ence opposition. The government has 
even banned a Soviet maguzline and some 
Soviet Alms, Why? Beenuse the ngeing 
members of East BDerllie's porernmtent are 
trying to present any (liscussion about the 
Stalin era or about any nberration in the 
hvtory of the CDmmunlvt Purty, In thly 
article, Cluny Weltermunn, writing in the 
Cologne dally, the Kûlner Stalt-Anuzelger, 
takes the occasion of Clancellor Kolil's 
state-othe-mitlon speech to laok nl what 
Is happening in East Germany. 
Chancellor's state of 


I resented tlie re- 
lationship hetwevn the Fecleral Repullic 
amd Lust Germany in a favouritble ipglit. 

‘This year, he ound it diflicult. Although 
hi Deutehlandpoliik has been by aul 
rge successful, Herr Kohl was unable o 
ignore whit is bappening iwtass the hor= 
der. where the igeinpg. inflexible purty 
leadership is rejecting glirunt unl freres 
iroiku. 

The atmonphere in Lan Cierinany is, ds 
a revull, becoming more constrictive anal 
this, in lur, i affecting relations vith 
wher cuuntries, Hl i automMically, ill- 
hugh wı Er indirectly, worvnng 1h 
conditions that u ouris hing reluionship 
between the two Gur ites veuls, 

After East Berlin purty chief Erich FHo- 
nucker visited the Fedural Republic in 
September last year. lhe Ei's govern” 
ment nite tentative efforts to make lifc ii 
bit cusier for groups critical of it — and the 
itmusphere belwcen the two German 
sates markedly improved. 

Now its buck tu square one. Security 
pulice are heavy-handedly oppressiny hu- 
man rights campaigners who ure calling 
fur grcaler frcedom and reforms in line 
with the new Sovîcl nıodel., 

Censorship uf religimus texts and pray” 
ers ure remtiniscent of the dark day's of the 
ill-fated struggle between the Church and 
Ihe stale, 

Eası Berlin has even banned a Soviet 
publication called Speerrik, which is fa 
vuurable towards glasnoyt — n particukırly 
restrictive aspect uf the trench warfare ber 
ing conducted against Hberal tendencies. 
Suveral Soviet films have nlsv been 
banned. 

Honecker’s regime hopes that what it is 
doing will nip iı the bud any uiempt to 
ulixcuss the crittes of ic Stalin cra dul th 
uberritions of the Cummunint past. 

AL e sume time HHonctker iy i 
dlemomiraively allied hiımcelf with Roma- 
nia's despotic feader, Nicole Ceausescu. 

IHoneceker coulda" have dont more tu 
diseckue liniself from Mloscuw and those 
refurmwrs wis have started tu take up 
Gurbauchoy's ilcas in mos of the other 
Eastern European neighhuuring FEimtern 
European ceuntrics. 

Ilonccker ind his followers apparently 
fwel so strong ~ or perlraps ls it sp uncer 
tin? ¬— thal Ihey are determined te pre- 
vont iny spreiuling of glasnast and peres- 
ırvika in East Germany by taking on Mos- 
cow head ot, 

Tagether with the narionalitivs cunlfliel 
and the struggle against ideological oppo- 
nents in the Soviet Uniûn itself, this chal- 
lenge [rom a brother nation comes at un 


n recent yuurs, the 


| اذا ازمل |=" 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


No, 1350 - 11 December 19838 


(Cartnun: Nick Ebert / Rhuinische Pust ) 


Current choice: 
all switch 
off together 


he governincuat it Bong recognises 
ıhe need to open up 1h German 
electricity supply markct after 19492. 

Bu it has no intention ûf uuiliterally 
Being rid of German prutective barri- 
ers if the other Eurepcan countries dire 
vol preparvd t10 dliscuss petting ril uf 
theirs a4 well. 

Honn FEcunomce Affurs Miniter 
Martin Bangemann made lhis clear te 
ather Eurupean Cummunity natiunal 
ministers at a Mowing in Brussels. 

He had ın mind the stale clevtricily 
monupouly in France, the nelwurk mun- 
opoly in Denmark and dilfering tus andl 
SOAUITONMENEE PrCLLOH NICMOS, 

He told juurnalists that adjustment 
process for coal could not bv arranged 
overnight. 

With this stance, showing fundamen- 
tally a readiness for compromise, 
Bangemann wa» trying to accommodiute 
French pressures. 

The French do not miss an opportun-= 
ity of saying that the subsidy mechanism 
in the "Jahrhundertvertrag," an agree- 
ment with the power industry, is con- 
trary to the European treaties. 

At French insisıance the European 
Commission is examining the admissib- 
ility of the “Kohlcpfennig” and the sales 
regulations associated with it. 

,„ Since EC officials have not conira- 
dicted the German regulations, Bange- 
mann has assumed thal Bonn will not 
have to face up to a total cancellation of 
these regulations. 

Additional provisions to the current 
“Jahrhundertvertrag,” which runs until 
1995, must be negotiated at the latest by. 
1991, 

There is however a conflict of aims 


"tetweeh the’ efforts for mûrê competi- 


tion wilhin the EC and similar efforts by 
the Community 1o ensure for consumers 
securesupples of fue, . 
Bangemann said that the Federal Re- 
public needed a transitional period, The 
steelworks: contract reguldtlons for 
199i are the mosl that one: told ıde= 
mand of {he hard coal industry. 
And calls to halt reducing:capacities 


„for the conversion of ood) into elecirie- 


ty: ‘are not being considered. In a resolu- 
ion ûn the single market for energy the 
controversial théêmeg was ûmilted,. 
The aint wag to expréas at [itst funda 
"mental readiness for the dismantling of 
‘existing obstacles for access to the mar 
jket. 
! The Commission has already made ef 
‘forts to produce a list of these Qbstacles. 
(Dié Welt; Bonn, 9 November 1YBB) 


not only of import- 
ance for covering 
uil demand fur 
transportation and 
ıhe chemicals in- 
dustry in the long- 
er-term, bul they 
will help to rein in 
ıhe oil price in the 
future. There is an- 
other aspect ns Desert vislons. 
well, The search for oil also stimulates 
gas exploration and exploitation. 

All energy experts are agreed that 
Naural gus will eventually supplant oil. 
Safeguarding fulure energy requirc- 
ments is then directly linked to higher 
oil prices. 

The market docs not cure û hoot 
ahom such considerations however, 
uthewise it would nat have fet the oil 
price drop lu such an undlreani-uf low 
level below ten dollars. 

A glance at the USA shows just how 
iJ-preparel even Ihe experis wore fur 
such a sharp drop in prices. In America 
uil compunies have calculated their 
long-term investment in buiklings, pre- 
ductiut plant nut equipment for the 
!URIS based on an oil price of up to S50 
per barrel. 

The results are well known. There is 
no stopping nuclear cnergy and the use 
uf natural gas in the Federal Republic 
alone bas reached the level of domestic 
coal. 

lu caus iL was calcula tba Luc ul 
price in the 1980s would be Ş25 per 
barrel. The oil-price drop below the $ 10 
per barrel level has meant the Joss of 
300,000 jobs. The American oil consul- 

Continued on page 8 


non-Opec oil-producing countries such 
as Mexico, Norway or Britain. 

Worldwicle 50,000 oil wells have 
been closed, because they were unpro- 
fitable when the oil price was only S10 
per barrel (a barrel of oil is 159 litres), 

If the market were to rise to the $18 
per barrel level, which Opec would like 
to sec, these wells would begin produc- 
ing again. 

The oil market ` Was and remains 
market of illusion and speculation, 
Klöckncr & Co has made that obvious 
to all. 

That the price for Brent crule from 
the North Seu has risen slightly and oil 
share prices in Lhe USA have become 
morc stable, can only be attributed lo 
the hope that fhe lean years lor oil 
prices are past. 

But:this does not take into considerit- 
tion the realities or the [act tat it is nol 
known how much oil the cunsunter- 
nations have bunkered, und hat this vil 
wil} be used firsly before Ihey buy more 
expensive supplies, 

IF it is assumed that Opec, in it disci 
plined way, holds tu the spirt ol he 
Vienna compromisv, tnd fhe rertitistitg 
uil-producing countries pursue il Mud- 
erate production policy, then the oil 
price has a chance uf generally gutting 
back on its fcet. There would then be oil 
prices in line with the internatinal ecan- 
umic situation. 

If the price rose to $20 a barrel then 


ml ENERGY 


Oil market remains one of 
‘speculation and illusion’ 


he Opec compromise in Vienna is 

an unrealistic one. All 13 members 
of the Organisatlon of Petrolcum-Ex- 
parting Countries knew thal the maxi- 
mum market for Opce oil was 16 million 
harrels a day. 

But they agreed to set (he production 
limit al 18.5 million barrels. 

‘Thonas Kohlmorgen, head of Esso in 
Germany, says that the oil industry! 
timate of world surplus oil is 1.4 billion 
tons, which is mare thun Opec’s aununl 
production. 

Even if the Third World increased its 
consumption 3 three per cent, it is im- 
possible to see how the reduction of 
Opec production from the present 21 
million burrels to 18.5 million will calm 
the glulted vil market and bring about 
price stabilily, 

The reduction of 2.5 million harrels 
per day is equal t0 125 million tons per 
year — not even u tenth of the world 
overproduction estimated hy Kohl- 
morgen. 

If it is assumed thal Opec members 
stick by the compromise, which is not 
absolutely certain, since ill compro- 
mises would be swept away by the flood 
of oil in a Lime of surplus, the question 


اناوت نر انف تت تاتا یم موی نمور نلان رل ...نالاد نیلت هتت زد لآب ,غ إباداد. یں اه 


moth-balled because the oil industry is 
not investing in exploration, would be 
back in operation. 

The oil industry can only come to life 
again with higher prices. New wells ure 


mains to be answered. 

If the price rises, then all oil-produc- 
ing counıries become more interested in 
increasing production. One only has to 
think of the financial position of the 


nancial agreement is the usc of coal pos- 
sible. 

Anyone in the coal-producing federal 
states who is up in arms against the use 
of nuclear energy in federal states dis- 
tant from lhe coal mines, should not ex- 
pect to regain the former, uniform pri- 
ority given to coal in the Federal Re- 
public's energy policies. 

The use of nuclear energy is being re- 
considered. Longer-term concepts will 
have to be sought for if soclal hardships 
are to be avoided. Scrapping nuclear en- 
ergy overnight is not the answer. 

Here we see again the spirit of the . 
times detérmined by short-winded coal 
policies, which can provide neither the 
coal mining companies with perspeclive 
nor coal-miners with confidence, a poli- 
cy-saddled~with=the=current “financial ~ 
strain on the Jahrhundèrtvertrag, But 
this is political reality, 

It. is of vital. importance to find onçe’ 
ınore a consensus of opinion for Federal 
Republic onergy policies: 

This can only be achieved if sound- 
ings are made İn discussions aboul 
Which role prime energy sources; will 
take up in the long ör short-term, and 
fiat by marking out unshakeable posi- 
tions. 

,„' And only in this wdy canı coal gain its 


proper position as a secure’ energy: 


source. 

, And only in this way can coal galn rex~ 
dognition as a vital ênergy source within 
the Community, which then will have 
the responsibility of being. concerned 
about safeguarding it, , Vûlker Daur 

(Saarbrlicker zeluhg: 25 Novembêér 198 8j 


It’s a cold wind 
across 
the coal-face 


No-one denies that a secure and inex- 
pensive energy supply is an indispensi- 
ble basis for the viability of a modern 
economy. 

The two oil crises have taught us that 
energy ‘policies can only be geared lo 
ensuring the long-term needs of the 
economy, even if many would like to 
disregard this, 

In times of energy surpluses he: com” 


cold wind is blowing across the coal 

face. The sharp fall in energy prices 
and the drop in the dollar exchange rate 
have made anthracite expensive. 

There is now a wobble in the scaf- 
folding of agreement which governs the 
use of anthracite in the electricity indus- 
try. 

This agreement is called the *Jahr- 
hundertvertrag,." It runs from 1980 until 
1995, during which time elecitricity-gen- 
Crating compapies are committed to bu- 
ying 512 millioi tons of German doım- 
estic coal. This protects the domestic i in- 
dustry from imports. 

The point at issue is the financial ar- 
rangement known as the “Kohlepfen- 
nig," a charge added to electricity bills 
Sent out to German consumers to cover 


the financial arrangements under~the- -“petitive“argument~is*dominated ‘bythe’ 


word "cheap" and (he word “secure” is 
pushed into the background, 

The mining and cnergy trade union, 
IG Bergbau und Energie, has calculated 
thal from 1978 to 1987 converting Qer- 
man coal into elecitriclly would . have 
been cheaper - {han converting henvy 
heating oil: 

Safeguarding the supply of energy al 
so involves coal mining, which is falling 
vietiny to.low .prices on world energy: 
markets. 

.- Safeguardingıthe supply of energy! al- 
so-implies not depending on a single en- 
ergy source, particularly. nuclear energy, 
which is one of the economic bases'for. 
the conversion of coal into: electricity 5~. 
and the Jahrhundertyêrtrag covers coal 
and nuclear enérgy. 

„ Only. within the framework of this fl- 


Yahrhundertvertrag.” This offsets the 
cust difference belwcen cxpensive dont- 
estic coal and heavy heating oil. 

Trouble with this arrangement means 
trouble withthe volume of coal. 

In 1987 power slalions uscd more 
lhan 41 million tons of domestic anthra- 
cite. That was more than a half of the 


production from German mines, and’ 


more than. two-thirds of the coal pro- 
duced in Saar coal mines, 

If this agreemènt is overturned, - it 
would mean the end of the domestic 
coal-mining: industry, . whieh: employs 
150,000. - 

‘Its well known’ that. coal is'ihe only 
energy .reservê of any .size in’ Germany 


‘and that thi must be seen as ù commu- 
. Nal reserve. for the European Commin- 
ity, - a A 4 
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depreciation allowances in the Federal 
Republic were “more favourable” than 
in other countries. 

The Federal Republic does not come 
off so well as regards possibilities of 
charging losses to previous or future 
profits, that is forming a profit and loss 
account in the balance sheet. 

Reported profits, the figure on 
which corporation tax is assessed, are 
reduced by special provisions such as 
depréciation and the option of includ- 
ing pension fund provisions. 

Generous proyisions in the calcula- 
tion of the basis for tax assessment 
compensate for high taxes. 

There is a lot to indicate that the 70 
per cent calculation puts the Federal 
Republic, when compared internation- 
ally as regards tax liabilities, in a much 
more unfavourable position (han is ac- 
Inally the case. 

On the other hand the Fedleral Re- 
public's competitive position as regards 
taxation is nol good. 


Disadvantage 


That part of tax liability within (he 
Federal Republic’s system which is nal 
dependent on earnings, and which in 
bad years has.to be piid out of assets, 
is particularly high within the total tax 
burden, This puts the Federil Republic 
al a disadvantage. 

As in Japan this aspect of tax liabil- 
ity contrihutes tv a good fifth of total 
tux liability. 

Only French taxation law inclucles i 
greater part of tax liability which is not 
calculated on the busis of earnings. 
caused by the traditional "Taxe profes- 
siuıîellg," 

{n the taxes companies have to pay 
in Switzerland, Sweden and Canada 
the part of their liability not directly 
related to profits is only 10 per cent. 

Most countries do not apply taxes 


such as trading capital tax or property 


lax. 8 
2 Uwe Vorkûtter 


(Stuıtgarter Zeitung, 24 November 198%) 


Wi FINANCE 


Germany shoots to top of corporation 
tax league in spite of reductions 


The authors of the Cologne institute's 
study wrote: "The graph of the tax burd- 
en fur the Federal Republic and other 
counlries nurrows when profits are dis- 
ıributedl, but nevertheless compared in- 
terniationially ıhe Federal Republic re- 
mains al the top of the list of lax pay- 
ers." 

International comparisons Of tax 
burdens are distorted by another diffi- 
ceully; the definition of what are profits 
is İn ıo way stundardised. 

Federal Republic companies, for in- 
stunce, can pour considerable suns of 
money into pension funds, and s0 limit 
reported prulits. 

In addition German companies come 
uff well us regards depreciation allow- 


ances, Machinery, which has heen in op”, 


erilion for ten years, can he depreciated 
agaist profits after one year hy 30 per 
cent. 

Only Ireland has more favourable de- 
precialion conditions. Denmark ancl 
Austria have conditions simvilar to those 
in the Federal Republic. 

In France, Italy and Britain ù 25 per 
cent depreciation can be applied after it 
year, in the Netherlands and Belgium 
only 20 per cent, in Spain just cight per 
cent. 

The same ıs true fur depreciation on 
buildings. In the Federal Republic com- 
panies can write uff investment in build- 
ings within 35 years; the tax authorities 


in the Beneluv-allow:n write-off only nf: 


ler 33 years, in Purtugul after 5U and in 
Japan only after û5 years, 

There arc “cheaper” countries. Swed- 
en, Austria, France and ltaly allow a 
write-off after only 20 years and in Ire- 
land a building can be written off almost 
immediatety, (hat is within two years, 

The tax experts in the Cologne insti- 
tute came to the conclusion that all in al! 


profits in taxes, but from ( April next 
year the rate is tu he reduced to 40 per 
cent, and a year laler (o 37.5 per cent. 


Michel Rociard's saci governntenl 
iu Paris has praniised reductions in cur” 
poration kx from 42 to 34 per cent. 

Iu their comparison he Cologhe in= 
Stifufe"s experts sume hat companies 
are uperated us juinl stock companics, 
that is as a GmbII or an AG, and that 
prufits ure nut distributeul, lut remain 
wholly in (he company ~ urdoubtcdly 
an unrealistic supposition in most cases. 

But even if the tax burden on distrir 
butecl profits is included in assessments 
not much ix changed. 

In the Federal Republic profits distri 
buted tw shiurehollers ure taxed in per 
senil iheome tax with û top rite uf 56 
per cent. Corporuiun tax already paid 
van be taken into account. 

Sine rule tax uml other taxes have 
not beer changetl, the total tax burdett 
totals 70.8 per cent, just as when profits 
are retain. 

This tax picture alo applies to part- 
nerships, including limited poariner- 
Ships, general pirtnerships or sole pre- 
priutorshijns. 

The situation is sonewbil Jifferent in 
other ‘TtnatrittTT errr Thr f= 
logne institute, the tax burden in Britain 
and the USA increases if a part of the 
profits are distributed, In both countries 
an allowance on corporation tax is nol 
possible at all or only partially. 

Jf a third of the profits are Jistribuled 
taxes Up to 39.3 per cent have to be 
paid; in the United States up lo 51.9 per 
cent. 


there a high concentration of hormones. 
Modern methods of rearing animals for 
consumption are barbaric. The idea that 
the growth pf castrated calves, is im- 
proved by hormone injectlons is dis- 
tasteful. 

‘So long as consumers do not dem- 
onstrate that they are affronted by these 
practices, individual bans lake on the 
character of being unfounded impedi- 
ments to trade. 

These regulations contradict liberali- 
sation agreements made within the con” 
text of Gatt, from which the European 
Community,İitşelf benefits the most. 

But the brute force with which the US 
has pushed through its own commercial 
interests in the hormone dispute is also 
dangerous, 

The practice of forcing through “fair” 
tiading, conditions through massive 
pressure in bilateral discussions is af ln”, 


` fringement on the Americans’ part of 


the principle of a multilateral trading 
system, particularly’ with the back” 
ground of .the tough protectionism 
which the Americans apply in other. 2 


. tors: 


The, Americans discriminate ت‎ 
smaller countries with limited trading 


. clout by their trade policies, endangering 
` . the çurrent Tiberalisalion, negotiations in 


Gall, and polşoning thë atmosphere for ; 
trade, even through they are in thie! right. 


this time round. Nikolaius Piper 


(Dle Zeit, Himburg, 25 November;1 988) 


Dispute likely 
to become 
a trade war 


man cars. There is much to be said for 
the American point of view that the hor- 
ınone ban is an impediment to Irade, al- 
though this is not what was intended by 
the environment assuciations through 
whose inilialives the lolol ban has been. 
upphed. 

‘The principles of free trade, to which 
Eurape and {he USA buve bound lhem- 
selves, do not prevent any slate from 
prulecting Ils citizens from products, 


that are û dunger to heulth or the envi 


ronment, 

The problem is solely {hut the conten- 
tlon that cnlves and beef callle Ireated 
wilh hormones ure a dnnger to health is 
un uncertain ground, 

There is nu dispute that there is a 
danger from synthetic hormones, which 
are also banned ir’ America. But it ‘is 
quite a different matter with natural 
hormones. 

Negative ‘effects fron natural hor- 
mones could only be possible, if at all, if 
they were consumed in quantity, if the 
flesh around tfie place where the animal 


WAS injected was eaten; there. ewok bê .:... 


rade war is again threntening to 

brenk out betwcen Europe and Am- 
erica over a dispute that involves a 
piddling amount of total trade between 
the two. 

Brussels has decided thal as from 1 
Junvary meat Ireated by hormones can 
no langer be imparted, 

This will moinly hit beef from the Un- 
ited States. I trade value: 260 milian 
marks a year. 

The Americans are determined to hit 
back. H the Coninunity does not give in 
nt the 11th hour, they will bun tomatoes 
trom Italy, fruit .juica from Germany 
inl meat from Denmark. 

In turn, Europe is threatening to re- 
taliute lo the retaliation. 

In 19K high doses of diethyl-stilbu- 
calcul (DES), suspected of causing can- 
cer, were [unl in hahby [vod made with 
veal. 

Reacting to Lhis first major veul scan- 
sal the EC banned the use uf artificial 
hormones in calf feed, After (he regula- 
tio: wads approved by thu i urupcun 
Parlitment the ban wits applied in L988 
to include natural growth hormones as 
well. 

Afler exerting considerable pressure 
the United Stnlesş got a delay fur a Ea 
for ils CxpUrTEIS, - : 

The delayetl. barıle has now flared up 
fiercely, and the Eurapeans seem to 
have bad cards in their hand, no matter 
how distasteful this.mny sound to Get- 


ax reductiuns are bout lo catapaull 

tierman business inte the position 
vf heing the highest-luxcd in the indus- 
trialised wurld. 

‘Ihe reason for this apparent contritcl- 
iction is thal Austria, which uscd 10 
heud the tax league, is to slash its cor- 
porution lax al the sume time hy 
enough lo puslı it down the list. 

The Bonn refarms bring corperatian 
tıx down Irom S6 per cent lo SU per 
cenl. ‘Foal tax on proufits, including 
trule tax and properly tax, wil drop 
from 7T to 6G per cent. 

By compara, Chancvllor Frunz 
Vranitzky's st Ruvernment in 
Vienna is ruclucing curporatian tax from 
SS to 30 per cent. The entire system is 
also being simplified and the tax-free al- 
lowance doubled. 

Until now, Austria has been the only 
country wit û higher cur poration Lixes 
than Germany. 

The Auatriitn reform Means that com- 
panics will only pay about hall is much 
ab they used to, The rale is still high by 
internitonal Sumlards, but nw longer 
crippling. 

IBM chic Hans-Olaf Henkel sait 
tit business profits were burdencd in 
three ways: working Line, wipes anl 
taxes. [lenkel his heen vocal in the deh- 
ate on the advantages uml Jisadvan- 
tages ul the Federal Republic is a cen- 
tre for industrial and cmmercial oper- 
uiuns, 

The Institute for Gcrun Tidusiry, 
Cologne, closely cannccled with Ger= 
man industry gcenvrally, has now pro- 
duced a new international kixation conm- 
parisan, which presents lhe Federal Re- 
public in anything bul ùn ıdvantagcuus 
light. 

Businessmen in Britain, Spuin und the 
Netherlands ire laxcd the lowest at 35 
per cenl. 

in all three countries, incidentally, 
cumpanies do not have to pay tax when 
they have made no profits — such as the 
trading capital 1ax payahle in Lhe Feder- 
al Republic. 

Accurding to the Cologne institute 
Switzerland is alsa a country where very 
low corporation taxes are levied, West 
German businessmen pay twice as much 
tax iit their Swiss collegues. 

Campared with the taxes paid hy the 
Federal Republic's cumpeltilurs, Ger- 
man taxes Are An uverage 21 per cent 
higher. 

"The Culoync institute has established 
that not anly in Austriit have companics 
been given renter tax relief than in the 
Federul Republic. The imtilule's inves- 
tigations showeul hit: 
© In the Netherlands thu rile of cor- 
Poritinn tax wis reduvud frum 413 {o 35 
percent on | October his yeiir. 

e ‘The rule has heen reduced bY i num- 
ber vf stagvs In Britain, Ihe last time in 
198G frum 50 to 35 per cent. Small hus= 
incsses wilh profits less than ç1 UU,OUU 
only have tu pay 25 per cent lix. 

e În the United States corporation (ax 
wis reduced from 46 pcr cent.lo 34 per 
cent last yeûr, but ml the same Lime ù 
whole series of tux benefits were nbol- 
ished. 

® In Canadn corporation tax has been 
roducexl ir two stages fron 46 lo 38 per 
cenl. 

Other countries are planning similar 
measures, In Japan, for inslance, com” 
pıınies have to puy ‘42 per cenl of their 
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Sneak preview 
of the new 
Mercedes SL 


Yanmburger # Abendblall 


D umler-Benz lave jul rekeined i 
photograph uf he new-lkwik Me- 
dudes SL. û roster ullictlly iM duv to 
be unuciled until the Ciencvis nur show 
DUXL sprint. 

lh will incoporate new cnyuimes ind i 
rag uf bigh tcch. Daumler-Bunz fru 
spokeman Bernd Ilarling: "HM incurpan- 
tates everything that is cCurrenlly teisillu 
in Mnomutive technology." 

The new SL will inclucle an chectrunic 
shack absorber system ax i staidatrd fuit- 
ture. [i automatically adjusts to road cûn- 
clitions. Suat belts furn an integral par of 
the seals. 

Thr new two-ly-two sporls moclel will 
be available in a 300 SL version with the 
three-liire six-cylinder engiue and in a 300 
SL-24 version with a 225-hp four-cylinder 
engine. 

The top node! will be the SON SL, with 
a nêw eight-eylinder engine, lut there are 
plans to launch a 60 SL with a 400-hn. 
12-cylinder, 48-valve enginc in 1992, 

Versions in the 300 to’ S00 SL range 
will cost between DMBO,O0 and 
DM120,000 in Germany. They should be 
avallable in time for next 8 sumnıer 
holidays. 

(Homburgtr AEendtla: 17 November e 


Order direct RO us or from 


DAV-Verlagatiaus: 
Pastfath 11 04 62 


D-6100 Darmstadt’‏ . ر 


Federal Repüblle of Germany’ 
Têl. (Oê spaoid 


, Your. regular bookseller. . 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


HIgh clalms by the maker ,. . . the Mercedes Sl. 


"Ihe doors have a central lock system, The 
wicdle-ungled winlserecn fits ino ti sturdly 
over-roll bur, while u lateral ur behind the 
dashboard reinforces {he chassis. 

All told, the BMW Z I is a superh car 
for people who enjoy Mopless" nator= 
ing, uppreciale confort in û sports mocl- 
el and can afford the luxury (DMIN 3,0) 
is û fuir amount of money). 

The way iH landles when cornering 
und taking liuirpin bends on sleep gril 
clients is really vwwomething. 

Over 3.50 potential buyers ave 
shown interest aml BMW will be unable 
ıu run more than ten Z |3 û day off the 
assembly line in what uwd tu bv their 
pilot preyect unit, Su there is û lengthy 
waiting list, whicla is less vmisfuctury. 

Hans Jouchim Schnze 
(Gena Anzeger. Bn, $ Nvenihgr 1NN) 


- BMW’s chameleon — with a 
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little sleight of hand 


Another technical feature is n lighi- 
weight metal tube, non-bending and 
non-twisting, running Dbetwcen the 
manual gearbox and the rear-axle dif- 
ferential and housing the caran shaft, 

As the engine and gearbox are behind 
the front axle and the sporting seals 
(plus driver aul co-driver) and battery 


are in front of the rear axle, the Z 1 is: 


predictable and easy to handle even 
when cornering at igh speed, 


lts unladen axle loud is 49 per cent in 


front and 5| per cent al the rear. 

I can be driven "lopless" virtually 
wilhout a draught, which is a decided 
Advantage, This is lhe resul of extensive 
aerodynamic (rials. 

Even İf the side windows and doors 
are recessed the driver and co-driver 
will not feel much of a breeze, whercas 
they may feel somewhat cramped with 
the top on. 

But it cun he upened and stowed 
away in the bout in less than û minute, [1 
touk a little longer tu rise igiin, hut 
tht may have bed because we weren't 
used to the dusign. 

Even womea wearing short skirts 
won't find gelling iu the Z I û serious 
pruhlem. They can sil on the threshold 
and swing their legs into the cock pil. 

Pull the ovr handle tul the recessed 
coor will rise into pusitiun, followed suto- 
matically hy the window. The windows cin 


be raisedl or lowered clectrivally en ruute. 


. „. Only 10 a day will be made... the BMW Z1. 


BMW)‏ ا 


‘menufacturar's 8 qr suppller's 8 
address. 


A telephone number is sted lor 1 
Suppller. 1 : 


ges A4, ed n 
9 sh and French. E 


Prjqe: DMSB, 4 post free in 
Qérmiany, DM 107 elf fbroéd. . 


Alr mail extra, 


Who mafufactures whal? 


Find sippllers and products, 
send for qUotatlons, compare 
prices,‘ track down’ special: 
sources of supply, ‘cut costs by 
buying at lower prlicês. 


This .|g.a refergenge ‘work: “avêy 
E 0 should ae; 
„at jhe ready... 

:Eaşy io Use, Just Ike an 
: êncyclopaedl a: i 
ùdiig 9, Q00 tradê | 
“marks, arê arrangêd ' 


N CPE with 1 


he BMW Z | roadster's bodywork 

consists of 13 plastic sections and & 
few smaller parts: So you can change its 
colour like your daughter can change 
her favourite cloll's clothes. 

If you're nol happy with a gorgeous 
red you can change io a superb (dark 
grcen or switch lo a metallic finish in 
beautiful black. 

fuinvolves a fiutle sleight of hand with 
a screwdriver and ordering a second set 
of car body parls. Bul İt can be donc, 
and roadster fans will fcel the effort is 
well worth while, 

Viewed Irom a different angle, this 
surprising convertible is easy lo look af- 
ter. Thirteen plastic sections Cover t 
galvanised sheet steel chassis with an 
adhesive-sccurcd sandwich plastic base 
manufactured by Ihe Munich acrospice 
group Mlesserschmitt-Bölkuw-Blohım. 

Nu panel-heting is needled afler i 
collision. Plastic bodywork sections iirv 
simply replaced, costing {he owner and 
his insurunce less than would otherwise 
inevitably he the case. 

Does that nuke the Z 1 a car uf the 
uture, with the "Z" stunding for Zut- 
kunjt (future)? 

Initially the "Z" was just a company 
AMG used. by hy, Niu 
sign and deve pment division, BMY 
Technik GmbH. But it certainly stands 
for a slep forward, and a step in the 
righl direction, or sa we feel. 

The Z I, manufactured in a short run. 
naturally involves more work by hand 
than a longer run. But everything under 
ils injection-moulded skin is compuler- 
malched and, for the most part, tried 
and lested in long runs. 

The engine, five-speed gearbox and 
wide-track front whecl suspension are 
borrowed from the BMW 325i and 525i. 

The rear axle, with its dual lateral and 
cast aluminium longitudinal guide rods, 
was specially developed for the Z 1, 
which has û rear wheel track 5,5cm wid- 
erthan that of BMW's 3 range: 

The brakes are those of the 325i too, 
but with reinforced rear discs. 

The accurate hydraulic rack’ steering 
is gerred to the rev caunt and extremely 
comfortable. 


Eau) | 


der Deutschen Industrie tri 


'. rail 
„Mate in Rermanj" 
unl inrg Horstoll 0ْ 
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Lufthansa gets 
a wing 
over Berlin 


EuroBerlin France, a subsidiary pf Luft- 
hıansa and Air France, inaugurated is first 
regular flights to and fron Berlin on 7 No- 
venıbher. It was not given the go-ahead by 
the three Western Allied air attachés until 
the previous cvcening, snid Air France's 
press spokesnunn Wolfgang Hig in Frank- 
furt, But the inaugural flight from Berlin 
to Frankfurt was airborne on schedule at 
9.35 a.m, wlth a crew of British cockpk 
and French and Gernıan cnbin staff. 


1 e are closely interlocked in the 
air space over: the (lividcd city, The 
United States, deterniined to gain a 
foothold in European civil aviation, i- 
sisted several months ago on a substan- 
tial increase in TWA flighis along the 
Berlin air corridors. 

Germany's own Lufthansa has long 
heen keen to corner a share of Berlin 


traffic, which was handled salely by AIl- ' 


lled airlines in keeping with the city’s 
Four-Power status. ` 

Lufthansa joined forces with Air 
France, setting up ia juint subsidiary in 
which il holds a 49-per-cent stake. Em- 
barrassingly, the new airline's inaugural 
flight was called over the loudspeuker at 
Tegel airport, Berlin, ûs a Lufthansa 
flight, 

As Euslern Europe is kven lu gel a 
look-in at the Airbus, the Western A!l- 
lies were not expecting the Soviet pro” 
test against the Franco-German new- 


` eet te have“ ttncttrly’ dramatic tainse- 


quences. 

No-one is expecting the Russiuns tv 
quit the Allied air safety centre in 
Sehöneberg, the last remaining post-war 
Four-Power authority that is still func“ 
tioning. 

Tension belween the Western Allies 
seemed more likely to create difficull” 
ies. The erstwhile partners who shared 
Berlin air traffic between them are now 
tootlh-and-nail rivals, 

Arduously, at the last minute and af” 
ter numerous crisis sessions the three 
aviation attachés managed just in time 
to reach a compromise over the winter 
timetable, : 1 

EuroBerlin France now runs 210 
flights a week, adding substantially lo’ 
what is already an oversupply of flights 
10 and from the tity.. . 

The Americans have hinted that they 
see it as n European challenge levelled 
against US interests. That for one makes 
an ongoing fight for supremacy in alr 


traffic to and from Berlin seem more 1 


THHNHKety w=: 
.. (Snmgirter Zcilung, R Nivenaher utd) 
ج‎ 
, ,  Gontinded from pagê 7 
tancy company H.F. -Keplinger' & Asso” 
clates has calculated that a price differ” 
ence of five dollars could influence the 


Texan. ctanomy by $100bn, positively 
Ur nogatively.:,4 


i ik ف‎ 


It:can be. dêduced from ‘these figures 


‘that the whole oil industry is'at the start 


ing post to regain the: position i iit. once 
had.’ ‘ . 


‘Bit everyone Kio that the physics! 


balance between supply. and demarid’ 


can hardly be reachëd before the:middle 


of the. 19908. What‘then is the point o 1 


foicomipronlre ta Vienna? r 
e HS r ‘Hans Bauinant 
ew Welt, oak 26 November 198 


W TRANSPORT 


Road-toll, road-tax juggling act to give 
German hauliers an even break 


ingly, tax revenue will, he says, be un- 
changed. 

‘That isu't entirely true. Even if revenue 
from German lhauliers remains un- 
chinged, the toll revenue paid by foreign 
truckers will net several hundred million 
marks û ycir. 

In view of traffic congestion and envi- 
ronmenlal damage due lo vehicle emis- 
sion the Transport Ministry wits NOL pre= 
pared to rejig taxes tu praniotc road lrau-= 
lange, 

There have heen frequent culls for û 
reduction in rd tax on heavy goods ve- 
hicles to an average Luropean level, roud 
toll or not, hut Finance Minister Slollen-= 
berg refused lo consider a move thal 
would reduce lux revenue substantially. 

Yet the ‘Transport Minisıry wits relict 
ant to go the whole hog and charge every- 
one — Ciermuin mutorists and forclgners 
— to improve the competitive position of 
the railways and 10 help ease the burden 
af enviranmettnl pollutiort, 

‘The result has been neither one thing 
nor the other, Trulfic will not be reclucedl, 
Nvighbouring countries are annuyed and, 
in Woullanc's have threatened lo 
take {he case lo Ihe Eurupean Count of 
Justice. 

‘The harmonisation of taxes cnviigud 
by the’ European Conmnission will be 
made morc difficult by the introduction 
of yet anuther ıax. (Whether that is a 
blessing in disguise is another matter.) 

‘There is already talk ol imposing retal- 


“ity fret rm Forme Fn her*Pmm= 


peun countries, H this were to happen the 
German roud toll would only temporarily 
vffset Ihe relalive competitive advantage 
enjoyed by others, which was its stated 
purpose. H would simply lead to higher 
taxes l(hroughout Europe. 

German road huuliers wouldl do better 
t0 consider other compelilivt measures, 
such as dispensing with regulation entire= 
ly. A rond toll might not then need to be 
introduced as a non-tariff barrier. 

The Transport Minister feels it is not 
in keeping wih the market economy for 
foreign trucks lo pay nuthing toward the 
upkeep of German ronds, but there is no 
wuy' uf tclling how much of their share 
Gurman muturists pay lnward the up- 
keep of roadls all over Europe. 

‘That is why the Free Democrats prefer 
nat lo raise the issue. If German hauliers 
charge competitive prices they will be 
awarded contracts ard usc Dutch roads 
toa. If lhey don't, they will simply nal be 
competitive. 

Deregulmion of Iransport markels 
Need nut mean absolutely equnkicondir-... 
tions for all. Whit it must do is breathe 
life into the system of regulated compe- 
ton in Germany, where it was sup” 
posud (but hus [niled) to shore ap the 
rallways. 

In the past six years rnacî haulage has 
inerenseul hy well over 60 per cent in the 
Fedleral Republic, whereas (he railways 
have increased the tonnage they. handle 
hy only ahoul une per cent, 

‘That shows how ineffective reğulation 
ig, It cortainly docs ruud Rulers: no 
good. 3 

The political liberalisation of transport 
nınrkets in Europê iş to be. welcomed, 
ùnd it need not amount (o harmonisation 
al the highest cost level and on the basis 
af SMrictest monopoly conditions... 3 

. Carl Graf Holieuthal' 
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Fellung 
`" fir Deutschland, B:'Novembet.1988) 


Fn Algemene 


ND 


elean pair of rear tyres. The roiul toll is 
Punnced us a harmonisation meusure. 
Herr Warnke intends lo use it to exert 
pressure on the European Commission 
tu Force the pice of hu monisitiun. 

The toll is initially ta apply until the 
eml of 1003 pending un al-Europetn so” 
lution, The Stancling Conference of Cicr- 
man Chumbers of Commerce und Indus- 
ıry (DITI) calls it “hnckmail.” 

"True, the introduction of û rol toll is 
ihe very Opposile of «(lorcgulation, {1 
dmMOUNUS LO û third tûx ûn motorisls, On” 
ing on lop Of TOU kix atk oil ty, 

1 also discriminates aputinst huuliers, 
against private mutorisls, who aren't 
Charged roid tolls in the Federal Repub- 


Politicians may rule out lle iden, but 
Ihe government might well, after biling 
ils lime for û while, decile to cxtend the 
arrangement to privale mutorits, 

They would arguably be using the 
rounds free of charge {und would cer- 
minly seem û lucrative suurce of extrit 
revenut). 

fferr Warnke would prefer the toll lo 
be regarded us a regulatory meisure with 
no fiscal ubjeclives, As roiul las on heavy 


gnods vehicles is tu be reduced iccur- 


'K : Dk Deus 
E 


Germany view the world? 


Yuut will find the answers to lhese qlieslions . same 
in DIE WELT, Germanys independent 


onn Trunsport Minister Jiürgenu 

Warnke hat finally decided 1o intro- 
duce a real Lull for heavy gouds vehicles. 
ft will apply from 190O with u view to inı- 
proving lhe competitive pnilion of Giur- 
man rl hauliers. 

‘They will have to ty the sum umount 
ıs foreign Iruckers, but German rol tax 
will he reduced accurlingly, caving then 
paying Ihe sand sum is befurehind. 

So the aim is (u muke forvign ruil 
luuliers pay fur using Germutn Foals, giv= 
un tt num ncighhouringy countrivs 
charge Cermin tı uckers for using (hairs, 

The single iterpul morket plnned for 
the endl uf 1902 will deregule national 
restrictions within he Luropean Cume 
munity. I is intenuled to shed light on tlhe 
hungle of tariffs, concessions ml cabu- 
lage regulations. 

lt hangs over the heads of Gernumn 
haulicrs like the sword of Diumocles, 
They ure particularly worried about 
Dutch campetitin, wlrich ulreudy tuitkes 
Nfe diflicult for thu! urope. 

Tluuliers and puliticiirs ar agrecd in 
calling for harmonisation vf taxes ancl 
dutics on vehicles and fuel, of insurance 
premiums for goods inl trucks andl of 
welfare provisions for drivers. 

Harmenihation ont all these points is i 
“mur” before deregulution can he con- 
vileral. they argue. 

Otherwise the Dutch could well 
emerge triuunphanl from the puvt-1092 
frec-for-all, showing German hauliers a 


What is happening in 
Germany? How ەق‎ 


national qulily and economie daily 
newspktper. 
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Polish and Spanish entries 
get the first Felixes 


Fellx stands for art, not commerce. 
(Pano, Ludwig Bnd Thiel) 


Desire. Louis Malle was piven the award 
for the best seript Cor his film Au Revoir 
les Enfants. 


The best-aclar dward went tu Afux 
von Sydow for his perfurmance in Ihe 
Danish film Pelle the Cungueror, iumul 
besl actress was Spain's Carmen Miura 
for her performance in Aijeres al Borel 
de un taqe de Nervios. 

Best supporting ictor wus the 87- 
year-old Curt Bois for his perlormunwv 
in Wings of Desire. The lest suppurlink 
uctress award went to Johanna lur 
Steege from Holland for her role in Spe- 
orloos. 

The prize for the bext young actor 
wenl lo Denmark's Pclle Fivenegaard 
for his performance in Pelle the Con-= 
qteror. 

The prize for best set designs went to 
G. Aleksi-Meshishivili, N. Sandukeli 
and S. Gogolashvili for the Russian [ilm 
Ashik-Kerib. 


Outside the European prize competi 
tion awardls were made to Britain's Sir 
Richard Attenborough for his outstand- 
ing contributions to the art of the film, 
to Italy's Bernardo Bertolucci and to Jur, 
ri Chanin for the score for the Russian 
fim Die Tage der Dunkelheit by Alexan- 
der Sokurav. 


There was a standing ovation for the 
special awards made to Swedish direc- 
tor Ingmar Bergman and Jtalian actor 
Marccllo Mastroianni. Mastroianni was 
hugged and kissed by actress Giulietta 
. Bergman, supported’ by a walking 
stick when hoe went on the-stage; was ef- 
fusively ‘greeted by. Natasha Kinski as 
“the father of all directors." . 


Obviously mûved Bergmah' sald: 
“Hopefully 'we will not neglect flims For 


.all' these splendid .electrorile devices, 


Hopefully we will not Horget these ‘24 
frames per second. Hopefully we shall 
never’ deny the magic of our dréams. 

Long ve: {he cinematographic arl" 


Hunigatîgn irector Biyan Szibo tei 

out: joint ;afjpehl. drawn Up by, many 

directors, pe | Berfa < 

ders, ertpljagln: Biich, 
‘Fellini E م‎ 


` “Masia, û frfehd fOr many years: 


ERE 


: ` flr Dotkckiland, 2 Novembet: S88): : 


ilms from Poland and Spain were 

the first winners of the European 
Film Prize, Felix. 

The two main awards each included a 
cheque for DM100,000. The ceremony 
was in Berlin. 

The best film award went to thie Pol- 
ish short-film Thou Shat Not Kill by 
Krzysztof Kieslowski, and the award for 
the best film made by a young director 
went to Spain's Pedro Almodovar for 
his Mujeres al Borde de un #taqtte (le 
Nervias. 

Other prizes went to Wim Wenders 
(West Germany), Louis Malle (France) 
and Bernarclo Bertolucci (Italy). 

The three-hour presentation in Ber- 
lin's Theater (les Westens was televised 
live lo 18 European countries in both 
Easl and West lo ahoul 300 million 
viewers. 

The guest list for the gala cvening 
read like a who's who of cinema in Eu- 
rope: Ingmar Bergman, Bernardo Ber- 
ıolucci, Maccllo Mastroianni, Giulia 
Masina, Gina Lollohrigida, Joan Col- 
lins, Marie Adorf, Sergio Leone, Win 
Wenders and bivan Szabo. 

The jury, chaired by French ictress 
Isabelle Huppert, touk a week lu look at 
48 nationally-nominued films from 27 
Eurspuian cuuntrics lo select the hest 
film and the best individual perform- 
ance. 

Considerable attention was given to 
the fnct that all the East Bloc states, iı” 
cluding East Germany, took purl in the 
award, presented in West Berlin. 

. A» u counterpart LO the American 
film industry's Oscar, Europvan prizc- 
winners were handed a Felix, u bronze 
statue created hy art professor Markus 
Lüpertz. 

The statue shows a young male hold- 
ing out his hand protectively over ã 
dove. 

Kieslowski's Thor Shalt Nor Kili is a 
shattering, meıiculous report on the 
murder of a taxi-driver and the execu- 
tion of a young man. 

Wim Wenders was awarded the prize 
for best direction for his film Wings af 


There was a lack uf many things but 
not enthusiasm among the film industry 
audience in the Theater des Westens. 
The excitement in the auditorium reflect- 
ed the obvious delight that the Oscar had 
at last got a little brother, 

Jn Berlin it was noi so much a matter 
of who had won he prizes, but that for the 
first time European film prizes were be- 
ing awarded. 

The idea of a European film prize 
emerged for the first lime at the end of 
the 1920s, soon after the first Oscar was 
awarded, but it got nowhere. 

When Berlin decided to urder-write a 
European Film Prize, which included a 
cheque for DM100,000, at the end of the 
cily's progranıme as European Culture 
City and within the framework of the Eu- 
ropean Film and TV Ycar, critics com- 
plained that Berlin wis craving for status, 
purticularly as the event would cost 
DM5.5 million. 

Six months ago the financing was still 
uncertain. The Berlin Senate ancl the Sec- 
ond TY Channcl were committed lo 
sharing costs, but still (he national Lotto 
Foundation had to jump in and help with 
two million marks. 

There were nlso doubts as to whether 
“Europe's stars" would glitter in Berlin ~— 
whether enough top people in the Euro- 
pean film industry would turn up for the 
gûla evening. 

The organisers were relieved that su 
many fumuus stars did really appear, 
Even Ingmar Bergman, lhe grand sci 
neur among European clirecters, did nol 
personally pick up his Oscar in Holly 
wood for his film Fanny and Alexander, 
but he came to Berlin. 

The media, also important for the sue 
cess of the Prize, turned up in force; 
more than 300 journalists said they 
would be there. The event attracted 


E FILMS 


A little man to 
reward 
the good work 


elix, Europe's first film prize, pre- 

sented at the Theater des Westens in 
Berlin, canitot he campated with Holly- 
wood's Oscar İn any way. 

The prize: was awarded for the first 
ume this year for films made last year. 
Films from both Eastern and Western 
Europe qualify. 

Fellx is figure that gawps upwards with 
a hand protectively strelchecl Out over a 
dove. He looks slightly helpless. 

He (lid not glitter uncler the spotlights 
as does the polished, streamlined Oscar. 
But Felix stands for art; the Oscar is 
commercial. 

Markus Lüpertz created the statue for 
the European Film Prize which has the 
ambitious tille: “The Genius of Youth 
Protects Frecdom," 

The prize was called “Felix” because 
the idea was hammered out between Eu- 
ropean film-makurs and the Berlin Seni- 
tor for the Arts, Volker Hassemer 
(CDU), İn a restaurant in Cannes called 
“Chez Felix." 

At first Felix was cast in bronze, 
weighing a hefly |2 pounds. The organis- 
ers then feared that prize-winners would 
collapse on stage because of the weight. 

Felix had to be hallowcd out; but the 
stalue was still too heavy. It brought the 
87-year-old actor Curt Bois to his knees 
when he tried to pick il up, 


.. The su rival lata Theiss on moNvenahuilywoudin. 2... 


European directors played a special 
role in the awards. A dozen or so of the 
famous, including Ingmar Bergman, Sir 
Richard Attenborough, Bernardo Berto- 
lucci, Isivan Szabo, Wim Wenders and 
others, signed an appeal for the cultural 
independence of the European film. 

Much had to be improvised before the 
first awards were made, In all 48 feature 
films from 27 countries in the East and 
the West were nominated. The interna- 
tional jury of seven, under the chairman- 

Continued on page 14 


Goethe Institute in Peking 


a few mbnths time, and a direct tele- 
phone can only be installed in autumn. 

The Bundestag has so far only 
approved the employment of one local 
employee. The term *“Joca] employee" 
covers workers such as secretary, 
interpreter, drivêr and cleaning lady. ' 

Anjone_whio knows conditions in 
far genic RRO THF a ale adminlsiea> 
tive employee: is Impossible fof thé 
smooth running'of the Institute, 

. Due to the way bureaucrats think at 
present’ it wilf-be difficult to negotiate 
for projects with'Chinese direct without 
firstly having obtained permission from 

. the state administration. 
' Apart from! its specialised work the 


Goethe Institute will prinéfpally have to . 
do its best’ to 'ovorcomê' official susp} . 


eion’of “such û :fofelgh. organisation. 
Other-couhtrles would’ also like o set 
up cultural instituflons in China. 

«Ass iow possjblê by the Goethe În- 


stitute, those SDUI(rlês ould ald make 
a spifitual contributiort, ' overdue’ for : 


, décades, to. Chins frûnrthe' West i 
"n; «René:Wagier 
.(FrankiltlePAHğemclné ان23‎ 


Continued from page 10 


in promoting the German language in 
China. It will not compete with Chinese 
ùniversities teaching German. 

` The intensive course, 24 hours per 
week, will be divided up'irito four or five 
classes, each with 15 leo akir evening 


In classes ل‎ A! family EMBO of 


German speaking foreigners in China, 
and fdr: Chinese who arê working’ in 
German firms. 7 ' 

- Kahn-Ackermann iş planting a liter- 
ary seminar for [989 with the Wle 
Gerhard Küpf, 

' If'ls ûlso proposed to organise a seminar 
for‘ 1990 dealing with the: problems of , 
iranslating Iiteralure — not problems of a 
technical nature but the difflcultles of tak- 
ing.into éonsideratijon another culture. < 

ı There:are still difficulties that have to 
be ironed out:Tht Institute will be ac- . 
commodated for the first three 'yenrs at: 

. least in a building belonging:to the pre? 
miier. foreign ' language Institute!” In 
. North-West China. : 1 
The: :gnovation: of the building cover: 

° 100. sûlare’. shetres; ‘costing, . 


: Dtzûû000, wille a e gomalicdi in 1 


Westens, the colourful crowd in the thea- 
tre's foyer and the TV cameras panning 
about to zoom in on film greats was not 
to be compared with the marvellously 
stnge-managed performance, tested Over 
many years, put on in front of the Doro- 
thy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. 

At the annual Academy Awards, that's 
the official title, a compère announces 
the arrival of the stars over a loud-speak- 
er, The crowd cheers and whistles and 
the TV reporters try for interviews, sO aS 
lo get close-ups of the stars for viewers 
watching in their homes. 

The Oscar awards, the TV show with 
the largest audience by far,.is a major PR 
exercise for the American film industry. 

Via the Oscar award ceremony the in- 
dustry reaches not only millions of Am- 
erican TV viewers” but .a big-ı spendin, 
multi-language audience worldWldé::- 

Then the show itself with all its minor 
hiccups in the Theater des Westens, too 
small by far: 

A Swedish film reviewer complained 
that the film exerpts Were poorl select 
ed. The awards wêrê Wot always made In 
front of the TV cameras, but when TV 
viewers were being shown the film ex- 
erpt. : 

Frequently presenter and prlzc-winner 
did not know which side they should 
leave thé stage. 

There were also a lot of catagories 
missing among the first European filim 
prizes that are very much a parl of the art 
of the film; documentaries, cutting, COS- 
tume designer, make-up and soon: 


‘The: §how, transmitted Hve to many 


European countries,'.was ‘clumsily 'pfe= 
sented. There was also none of thieiexcite- 
ment of the Oscar awards fromiwhith sé 


much had .been taken over, suchyas: he, 


Procedure for handing over: the 


the presentation, of the awards y, differ ` 
ênt stars, who, announced; “The: ‘winner 


isu.” 


a E 
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One of the tive Buddhas of Esoterlc Knowledge. Painted 
wood, 91.2 cm high, Japan 12th C AD. 


(Photo: Catalogue} 


hidden in the Shingon teaching, cannvt 
be perceived as being in form and artis- 
tic quality of the very first rank by the 
uninitiated and nothing can be inferred 
of its aesthetics. 

One does not attain Esoteric Knowl- 
edge without teaching, without practice 
and initiation. 

The influence this teuching has had 
an cufttre'anıd~life-in-Asia and also Ja-’ 
pan should not be underestimated. 

The rigorous heirarchy of Shingon 
teaching extends far behind religion and 
art. 

The excellent catalogue costs DM38., 
and there is a very helpful short guide 
for DM5, Doris Schmidt 

(Sûddeulsche Zeitung, Munich, 
18 November 1988) 


1@th century (Chin- 
oaiserie in Europe 
was not just the re- - 
sull of trade with ' 
Asin). The ceye in 
the hand, a typical- 

ly surrealis! motive, 

is to be found again 
in this exhibition: 
admittedly not with 
only ounce or two 
hands with eyes, 
but in the form of 
{he Botfhisattva 
Senju-Kannon from 
a group of three 
with {he King of 
Knowledge Fudlo 
and the Watchman 
of the Work Bish- 
amon, Senjo-Kan- 
non, “the Thou- 
sûnd-aurmedl," has 
here 42 hands and 
in cach hand u 
small eye. The visi- 
tor should nol spr- 
ing to husty conclusions here — (hey are 
"the Thousantl Eyes of Compassion" of 
û divinily. who will assist man lo re- 
(lemption. 

There ire five Buddhas of Esoteric 
Knowledge and five Kings of Esoteric 
Knowledge, whose anger is dirceted 
against everyone and everything, which 
stands in the way of man on his path lo 
Enlightenment. 

The King of Knowledge, Fudo, is 
secn as the central figure, who can be 
terrifying. He carries a sword and a las- 
so in his hands. The sword is a symbol 
of knowledge, the lasso, the “cord” for 
binding evil influences. 

The Kings are helpers for the Budd- 
has of Esoteric Knowledge, The force 
and the spiritual discipline, which are 


the cosmos and equally for the spiritual 
development of men. 

‘The Budclha at lhe centre of the man- 
dala is a cult figure and embodies the 
principle of Buddhist Teaching. 

This can be scen in the altars built for 
lhe exhibition as well as in the medita- 
tian scrolls, 

In the Shingan sect instead of god- 
like Figures, instead of representations 
of Budilha and the Bodhisattvas, who 
accompany him, support him, who help 
men tu the Buddhist Teaching of unity 
witht {he cosmos, with the world anl 
oneself, there are «lises which represent 
embryonic syllables, indications of the 
gous in abbrevintedl furıv. 

The Western visitor, to whom these 
teachings are foreign, should realise that 
lhe evil fuces of the divinities are meunt 
not tor believers but fur their enemies, 
who seek to deter the believer [rom lis 
Wily. 

I is obvious that a discipline, reli- 
gious esoteric teteling syslem pruuluces 
150 form of art. 

One cun only get a rough lea of the 
meuning dml significance uf this if one 
tries 1o comprehend, modestly anl as 
rationally as possible, the extreme com- 
plications of ' ‘Shingon.” 

Even the proportions have a deep sig- 
nificance and are in no way only stylistic 
features, even if they have to û consider- 
able extent had influence in arl beyond 
Japan. 

Thre and 
representution, so perfcel to Western 
eyes, comes from a foreign, very distan 
world, to which the outsider is denied 
BCCeSS. 

The influence on Western arl reveals 
remarkable parallels. This influence on 
Western art began at the latest in the 
19th century via the Jesuits’ missionary 
work in the Far East, and even in the 


ness for many institutions in China. The 
head of the Goethe Institute, Herr 
Kahn-Ackermann, wants to improve the 
standard of German teaching in the 
coming year, working together with the 
Sino-German Society. 

There are at present about 3,000 Chi” 
nese scientists and students studying in 
the Federal Republic, and 220 German 
scientists and students in China. . 

The expçctations Chinese have of the 
Institute can only be disappointed bY 
the China-centred attitudes of Chinese 


officials. There is considerable good 


e Giggypan, side to fulfill {hese . 
expectations. 
Herr Kahn- -Ackermann, 42. has: 
` worked and taught in China for a long: 
time. He has translated Chinese writers 
In his sipesgh- f 1 
ing of the GQoêthe Institue with his Chi- 
nese wife giving birtfi tO their child a few 


; days before, His speech increased Chi- 
, nese goodwil) towards him, and it WAS, 0 


try, more important than .Japariesê 0r ` well applauded when he ended. 


There are six other Germans at the’ 


Institute to hejp Kabn-Atkermairl His. - 
: deputy, and this iş'ã new departure for. . 


Goethe Institutes, is Chiiese. Accord¬: ,' 


ing to his contract he is there to supp?! 


` the hiead, not 
م‎ Ipfu 


reaucTacyi. Ai 
The Instltuté e: 
Continued oni pa 


< fetwaya trier: 


‘ 


such as Zhanğle.ipto German:‏ ؛ 


Cultural optimism as German 
centre opens in Peking 


A part of the bureaucracy in Peking is 
suspicious of foreign influences, despite 
the policy of opening up China in opera- 
tion for some years. 

There has been no formal annulment 
of a decision of the Central Committee 
in the 1950s which banned the esta- 
blishment of forcign cultural institu- 
` tions in China, 

Forcign Minister Genscher went into 
this in his speech, He said: “1 hope that 
the Goethe Institute in Peking will soon 
be able to offer o cultural j programme, 
which will serve the frank: aoe be- 
lween our countrics.” 


Chinese who are interested iû Ger- 1 
; man culture expect a lot from the Insti- 
tute, Afler English German is the most 


important foreign language in the coun- 


French. 


lt is uncertain just how many ا‎ 
` are learning Germau. There are: 18,000 


studying the language at state-run uni-, i 


. versities, where it is studied asa 1 pain ç or 
' suhsidiary subjêcl, „ 2 2 


The actvul number i is, "far more than 


this, however, for foreign ianguage ' 
` teaching has become. a prolluable bust .l. 7 


Fret. Affairs Minister Hans-Dic- 
trich Genscher was present for the 


ehe letilte i in Pok- 
n e first Western cullurill Iiistilule 


to he opened in Chinn. 

Goethe Institutes carry out 1 major 
part of {he Bonn government's cultural 
activitics abroad with the-cmphasis be- 
ing on the teaching of German. 

There are Goethe Insiitules in Rong 
ain, Yugoslavia and Hungary, and nego- 
tations are underway {or establishing 
them in Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslor 
‘vukia and the Sovivt Union, 

“The aim of the Institute in Peklig is’ 


„promoting ihe German language in 


China." 
‘The Chinese have requosted that only 


.the language as such should he taught, 
' not "culture" 
‘could be political. - 


if possible for culture 


Just how the language can be separal- 
ed from culture isa secret for Chinese 
sophists, 


Wi THE ARTS 


Attaining Esoteric Knowledge 
through the True Word 


rom an nesthctic point of view it is 


difficul to comprcherl forcign 
culture and art and grasp the signific- 
Ancu of art works and ritual objects. 

This is exemplificd mugnificently hy 
ihe “shingon — The Art of Esoteric 
Buddhism in Japan" Exhibition in the 
Eist-Asiın Museum in Cologne. 

‘The strangeness of cult url work 
ereuses the more one trics {0 familiarise 
onesclf with their contents and import” 
unct, 

Buddhism cume to Japan from Imliu 
vi Chins and Korea, First contacls 
were mûde in 525 AD, befure lhe deve- 
lopment of the Shingan Schaal, 

‘The Shingon sect (J'rue Worl) Wils 
founded hy Kubo Daishi 
Fundunıentally it is u mystical, esoteric 
form of Buddhism. It teaches that the 
Buddha is al the heart of ihe universe 
and is latent în some way in ill living he- 
ings. 

Muu is ınutle aware of this through 
special rilunls — chanting mystical syl- 
lables, ritual finger-entwining, magical 
spells, yoga concentration ind the ma- 
nipulation of symbolic utensiles 

In Shingon art a development began 
between the 9ih and 14th centuries 
whose significance to the uninitiated re= 
muins a mystery. 

This exclusive quality of Buddhism in 
Japan is revealed in an accompanying 
photographic exhibition entitled “Ritu- 
als on the Holy Mount Kaya-san.” The 
Shingon seet established ils hcadquar- 
lers decp in Ihe mountains on Mount 
Koya near Kyoto and it became a repos- 
itory of a great collection of art. 

The main exhibition is made up of 90 
cult figures, scrolls and ritual objects. 

Visitors are deterred from coming to 
hasty conclusions, for the photographs, 
which Toshifumi Ike has selected, are 
hascd on his own experiences in medita- 
tion, If he had not for a long time lived 
in a monastery himself he would never 
have been given permission to display 
them. 

The holy number in Esuteric Buddh- 
ism in Japan is five. Five, far instance, 
appears in the reliquury, whose [orm, 
from below upwards, symbulises Earth, 
Waler, Fire. Wind or Air and the Ether 
ur Spuce. 

Therc are also five Buddhas of Es- 
uteric Knowledge: the cemral figure tf 
Dainichi-Nyorai, enthroned, larger than 
the four uccnmpunying figures, in the 
centre of n system of cuorulinates, CoOrTe- 
sponding to the four points of the com- 
piss and their centre, which is uf a parti- 
cular importance. 

Dainichi is enthroned andl sented On i 
lutus flower. Fhe Holux is a sign of pur- 
iy. 

"The figure five again uppvars in the 
cull objects, Ue hells, in the instrument 
the priust uses to pass ucross the eyes, lo 
open them for belicvers. 

The arrangcmenl of the five Buddhas 
ur Fisoterig Knowledge is smbollenlly 
in union with nature. 
` "Fhe shapes of the mandalas — man- 
dalas are symbols uf a cosmic order, 
symbols of the way of knowledge and 

redemplion ~— sland for {he world, for 
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agreed. Yel even works councilors keen 
enough on their union work tv attend 
courses had been known t0 be hopping 
mad on being told that schnapps was not 
sold in the canteen. 

Herr Janzen recalled that the lrade un- 
ions had tried to negotiate û total ban on 
alcohol al work in about 1904. But they 
failed becnuse the workers would hear 
nothing of the idea, 

They argued that as long as conditions 
at work were beneath human dignHy {hey 
must be allowed ta make them more 
bearable by taking drink. 

This argument may no longer hokl wa- 
ter, yet alcohol and patent medicines aru 
slill taken Lo ease thc burclen of both 
overwork aul boring ruutinc, as Flerr 
Fink put it, 

Medical specialists wondered whether 
the growing resorl (O narcotics and medi- 
cine as nn escenpe vulve might not he aulri- 
butalle to people being less prepared to 
tolerate {he ups andl downs andl aches and 
pains af everyday life. 

Psychologists uml welc workers ar= 
gue thu the use of alcohol, ù legalised 
drug, had been part amd parcel of Cicr- 
man society or centurics, 

If here had bern iny change, il wis 
merely tht stundirds by which the tısc ul 
alcolul was julged hud steadily declined 
unl tect abudaned int recert decides. 

1 work in citheı Ihe public or 
Mle vCclor SMU tu uberive litle 
henc from such Mlibcratuns, xu the 
congress consderud d0 CDIDEC iD sIritoyy. 
hl did vo becme buh inieemenl 
aM worknites showed sci sense ob s- 
Wdarity wih alcubol ind drug iuklicls. 

ln terms ul welare pgblution Thuy 
may be deemed sick, bu ın prichuv they 
are veld teil ûs sick. and hore Is 
ble likelihood uf a cling sl mil of 
bert on this aubed ib thu otcaccable 
fulurv. 

Deterrem rlegy his long been incl 
fective. Liule or nothing is tu be guinuud 
hy telling people what Jrvudful conse” 
quences étlcohofl ihuse cin hive it work, 
ul home and on thvir health. 

The alternative is lu promvte preven= 
tian programmes and schemvs to oncul~ 
rage nlJic1s und poten nddicıs 1 cad 
more posilive lives. 

More and more companies running 
adUiction assistance programmes have 
switched to sIressing, as part of u general 
encouragement of health consciousness, 
to impressing of stalf that personal hap- 
piness, job fulfilment and joie de vivre 
can he achieved without cigarettes, alco- 
hol and medicinal drugs. 

, Manûdğemenls will need to do muclı 
mare, said DHS business manager Her- 
bert Zicgler, to make work more fun 
where routine and complaints of onc 
kind and another prevail at work. 

Yel the nçw prevenliye approuch is 
more promising than its predecessors, all 
of which.started treating the problem loo 
lite. 

No-one can judge how anyone will rû- 
spond ip the Tong {erm to sacial drinking. 
Will they be occasional drinkers or he- 
çome hûbitual drinkers? ‘There i î5 nû why 
of telling. 

` On average, û COngrCss press confer- 


' erice Was told, it. was 10 to 15 years be- 


foie decpenfencc .wns recognise to be 
addiction and the.addigt waş prepated ta 
accent help. 

, ‘Thal is far too lon, espealally as faıni+ 


` ¥ Hfe has suffered ln the meantime, work 


performance hus declined and the ad- 


` diets .soclal. standing. has suffered irra 


parablç damage. , 
So it is better 10 try ay approach I0 
combat the pinbleen before it is loo lale. 
8 : ! , .ı . Rieter Dietrich 
(1 tunnmveniche E 2% November 1 YK} 


¥ MEDICINE 


Prevention is better than cure: combating 
addiction to drugs that are legal 


in lerms of outpul. In comparison with 
other members of staff alcoholics were 
absent 1|6 limes more often, sick two and 
a half times more often, involved in aeci- 
dents at work three and a half times more 
often and off work aş a result for one and 
a half times longer. 

On the ather hand DM32bn a year wax 
spent on berr, wine ancl spirits, DM26bn 
on cigarettes and tobacco and DM I6bn 
on medicinc, Herr Fink told Ihe congress, 

Ernst Knischewski of he Protestant 
Church welfare service, lhe Diakonisvhes 
Werk, said he failed to understand why 
the stute, which grossed over DM20ln a 
year in axes ind utics on alcohol, to- 
lacco and medicine, spenl n mere 
DM2bu on treating udelicticorn. 

Sacictly — und Ihe working world ~- 
could certuinly afford to hire the statf 
needed lo help people suffering (rom al- 
cohol and drug addictior id Karl- 
Fleinz Janzen, assistant general seeretiry 
uf IG Metall, the engineering workers’ 
union, 

Tle elt virtually all lırıns ought to lire 
u ull-time member of staff t0 look aftr 
addicts. Lor cmpiunics with i payrull uf 
over SUD Ihe ctr salary could lw r” 
cuuped om ahlctian-realed cuvls Cut 
i û teu ul the wok pul iı by û Jualıfi- 
ul member ol salt. 

Sntdler fun could hare ihe vervices 
ul û puch n Lis svctul . 

Herr Janzen tel û “reorlenintiun in 
combating tldictive complains” wits U 
Jispuusable ıı vis ul He spit alli Cont 
of the health service. 

The addict must he enabled lo luy in 
his aceusomed surroundings. H they 
were ûn envirunnwnt that encouraged 
addiction, they must be better include 
in the course of lrentmenl. 

The aim and effect must surely be tu 
prevent higher custs from weighing yel 
more huavily on health insurance incl 
pension schemes. 

A “welfare trial" might well prove the 
answer: advice a1 work, Qulpaticnt treut- 
ment and the facililies offered by self 
help groups. 

Difficulties in treating addiction al 
work are, however, evidently not just û 
matter of marks and pfennigs. Society has 
double standards where alcoho! is con 
cerned, the conference was told. 

Being a good drinker and able to hold 
your drink is a social virtue. To fail in the 
sense of growing addicted to alcohol or 
falling ill can casily led to an addict heing 
ostracisedl both a work and in: pile 
life. ٤ 

Union representatives al the : congress 
“WErE sealing iî (hot ro repêeuled féports uf 
boozing in the boardroûm und of alco 
holies among the management. 

They were hardly in a posilibn lo rule 
out the man on the shopfloor slaking his 
thirst with a beer or {wo. . 

“They drink like fish in Ihe executive 


suite," staff represcntalives agreed, “yel 
are only tûn ready l0 put.the boot in to . 
the small fry who drink one over ihe ' 


cight." : 1 

And even where both sides ate clearly 
aware of the problem, fheory and prae- 
tice cnn sti be polos'apart, 

. 1G Metall's,Rita Russland, who works 
on atldiction and addiction problems fqr 
the union, had a tale lo tell about cenlres 
where (he. trade unions: held residential 
coüûrses. ' ب‎ 

The sale of aleohal was limited al thesg 
centres, siriet arrangements having.becn 


Some of these programmes are doing 
good work, but they reach at best only 
one employed person in five. The rest 
face the prospect of dismissal and social 
decline. 

What is more, the likelihood of being 
supported by (he Red Cross or church 
welfare services is growing poorer. 

Grants for stays in clinics and uther 
welfare measures are progressively being 
axed. No extra social workers nare huing 
ıaken on to laok ufter addicts full-line, 
Yet the number of addicts and people in 
need of help continues to inerease. 

I'he statistics are o veritable inclicl- 
menl. As quoled by Ulf Fink, Berlin's 
Senalor of Health and Welfare, they ery 
out (or action by the authorities. 

On average five per cent of employed 
persons are alcoholics if nevd of medical 
treatment, while a Further LO per cent arc 
on the brink of joining the ranks uf fully 
edged alcoholics. 

Alı lenst DM1.5hn a yuar is currently 
budgeted by Gernuan hospitals Hor ree 
ing ulcohulics 

In JONG nearly SI pvt cenl ol 25,000 
Courses of hospital Ureatnem costing 
DMSUUm werr lur ilcohulies and ù Hur 
ther seven per cent bur multiple uldicls. 

Abscnlecism dur 10 ialeahul costs itt 
leit DMADN û yin. 

Friz-dirgen Kalur ot the Curtedeti- 
tin ul German Employers" Assuciitliun 
soberly said thal alcoholics were wurth 
unly 75 per cunt O > or salarî 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the dala arranged in see-al-a-glance tables i in these new reference 

.works. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderstorms. 


These figures complied ‘over \HEŞEBTS arê Iniaftble BOTI PIaMATE EYE. 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


` Basie facts and figures for every country in the world form # preface to the 
' tables; The emphasis is on (he country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, | tfade ahd ranspoit. 


‘The guides are handy i in size and flexibly ‘bound, indispensable for dally use in 
commerce, industry und the ıravel trade. 


Four Yplumes ire availuble: 


„ North: and South America. |72 pp., DM 24.80U; 

۳ Asla/ Australia, 240 ppı;.DM 24.80; '' ' 
Africa, 130 pp., DM 24.80: 1 

: Europe/ USSR, 240 pp., DM 24.80 . 


“Look it up in. Brockhaus. 
۴. 4. Brockhaus, Postfach. 1109; D-620 Wleşbaden i 


ociety is finding it difficult to cope 

with the problem of illegal drugs; it is 
not having any more success with legal 
drugs such as alcohol and prescribed 
drugs and medicines. 

Per capita consumption is steadily in- 
creasing. More and more people are be- 
coming addiçted to the bottle or to pill- 
popping. 

As a result, there is a growing readi- 
ness to help legal addicts, This was 
shown by the amount of interest in  con- 
gress on Alcohol and Drugs at Work at 
lhe International Congress Cenlre in 
West Berlin. 

Over 1,500 doctors, lawyers, psyelol- 
ogists, nurses, social workers, ecdlucation= 
alists and union and management repre- 
sentatives atlencled the congress. 

{l was held by the DHS, an organisa- 
tion concerned with addiction of all 
kinds, [ts members includle welfare nsso- 
ciations ancl specialised addictiun agen- 
cies, 

Yet the outlook ler inldicts is anything 
as speakers, j, plullorm clebies 
iscussions mude il cleir. 

The working worll ls only been 
aware for u dozen or so years thal nlco- 
holies und drug uldicts nevd help, boıh 
Al work und Iran outside suurdus. 

Roughly BUG private compiunics, main= 
ly large firms, andl public sector employ- 
ers in the Federal Republic ul Germany 
have lnunched programmes tw help ad- 
dicts. 
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Has anyone seen alcaligenes?... 
Hans-Joachim Knackmuss. (Photo: Röhm) 


biodegradable, Bacteria in this line of 
business are jointly bred in the labora- 
tory. “Over night a strain may emerge 
that combines several partial nctivil- 
ies," Herr Knackmuss says. 

This is because micro-organisms 
can exchange genetic information 
even fron species to species as long as 
they live in a single cell culture. 

This natural combination fucilily is 
much more promising than genetic en- 
gineering, he says. In between 70 and 
80 per cent of cases it is faster. 

Ought not "natural" combinations 
lu he vetted by the commission too? 
Hans-Joachim Knackmuss replies, 
wirh a shrug: 

“If they want to prohibit that they 
will have to ban the natural evolution 


Ee Rolf Andreas Zell 


(STi? Zefiing, 17 Ney dnshur TORK 
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Wl THE ENVIRONMENT 


Genetically engineering bacteria to 
break down industrial toxins 


stance, degrade the toxins lo f limited 
extenl, Jenving intermediate products 
thal are toxic cither for them or for 
other living organisms. ' 

He thus counsels a step-by-step ap- 
proach, arguably starting with labora- 
tory trials of the genctically-enginecr= 
ecl strain, followed by laboratory trials 
of a complex model eco-system, 

The custom-built bacteria could 
then be put through their paces yet 
again in a contplete sail eco-system in 
4 greenhouse or at an experimental 
purification plant. 

Nor until living organisms are 
shown not to sulfer damuge of any 
kind can here he any question of sub- 
milting (he strain to the commission 
for approval, he says. 

Even though he is well aware, as a 
microbiologist, of the risks that may 
be run he makes a mos pertinent 
point, 

"If we were to succeed in develaping 
a bacterium that decomposes dioxins I 
shod have tu ask Lhe lawmakers 
whether they preferred lu live with di- 
uxins or were prepared (o permit lhe 
use of the micru-urganism." 

For him the answer is struighifor- 
ward: he sevs no necel to hesitıte, lle 
and his collcagues are ooking into 
other ways of ûl least purtly degrading 
fethal Jinxins. 

They have noticed that micro-or- 
gûanisms cun “nibhle" alt substances 


Pi Koil othe nd ppCAF ROTI mma 


These gencs, which incorporate the 
hiueprin! for the substances the hacte- 
rîn use to digest their diel, were trans- 
ferred to û Pseudlomonas soil bucteri- 
uni, 

This fecal of genetic engineering re- 
sulted in a straln of bacterin capuhle of 
degrading both toxins sinultancously. 

Yet the custom-hulll Stuttgart buc= 
terin are not yet in usc in sewage purl- 
fication, 

For one, Herr Knnckmuss says, (he 
laberalory“brat hiacterin ure Hot yel 
reudly fur practieul nse. They must first 
leurn how lo pass on their genetic 
know-how on how to legruule the twin 
loains to their fellow-lucterin ut thc 
purification plant. Only hen would 
the information be available to the en 
tire colony of bacteriil. 

Whi is more, this resul of genetic 
engincering must first be vetted and 
upprovedl hy the authorities, in this 
vase the Central Commission on Hia- 
logical Safety. 

The crucial problem on which the 
commision must arrive it û decision 
i how vafe laboralory=hred bacterin 
are and what damage they might cause 
if let lovsc. Herr Knackmuss is unable 
to offer u Straightforward answvr to 
vither question, 

“When we crite new combinations 
uf properties," he admits, “side-effects 
may necur that have not previously 
arisen." 
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a special diet to make them increase and 
multiply. 

If scientists are unable to identify 
suitable bacteria in situ they resort to 
microbes that have grown accustomed 
to the unusual surroundings in other aC- 
ciderts and are capable of digesting the 
harmful substances. 

Together with a specially devised nu- 
trient cocktail the mighty microbes are 
then let loose on the toxins. 

Regardless of the profits they are 
earning the two IBL bosses and their 
staff of 33 still have both feet firmly on 
the ground. 

“At present," they say, “we can han 
dle only 10 accidents a year, as against 
several thousand that are gstinated to 
occur annually in the Federal Republic 
of Getmiany alone, 

“Besides, we have.yet to tackle ani 
abundance of other toxins that may 
ong..day,, after, lengthy R&D work, 
e equally anienable to biodegrada- 
lion 

As orders for their chlorohydrocat- 
bon-eating bacteria roll in, the IBL 
scientists are worried people might feel 
thelr pseudomonads were sneaking gen” 
elic engineering into ground and drink- 
ing water treatment, . ! 

That is absolutely untrue,” Dr Mas- 
sholder, says, almost wringing hiş bands 


in emphasis, “If it were, we could blow 


our brains out here and now," 


Yet even Jf he ahd his, colleagùes use 


natural bacteria, and not a biotech .la- ` 


, (Deutsches: Allgemelias Sonntagsblatt: ; 
ّ Hamby, 20 Noyember 1988) 


boratory product, to digest the. toxin.the 
problem remains. E 


How dangérolsı 1s it to. use. nift 


micro-organisms on al large scale? 
".: Helnz.Giinther 


Dr Freund of Sandhausen and 
the laboratory Wb party 


80% REFA 


reduced lhe chlorohydrocarbon count 
from 2,500 to 500 micrograms per kilo- 


‘gram of soil. 


In three to four years of bacterial di- 
geslion, the {Bl. research scientists say, 
al a cautious estimate, the Site should be 
largely decontaminated, 

IBL's business manager, Dr Karl 
Massholder, says the idea first occurred 
to lıis company one evening over a glnss 
of wine with u locul businessman. 

"We failed Lo see why the.chlorohyd- 
rtcarbon problem should defy solution, 
ûnd as nature has uot yet hud an oppor- 
tunity of clealing with these new toxins, 
we gave il a helping hand, as it were." 

Neither he nor his partner, research 
director Dr Peter Souw, are prepared to 
reveal just how they have achieved the 
seemingly impossible, They are deliber- 
alely vague in describing how thcir de- 
contamination 1echnique works. 

“If suituble micro-organisms are 
uvıilable where the damage has: oc: 
curred that are capable of eliminating 
the toxin if lhe ground water.is suiled to 
their nutritional needs, nutrient ig infil. 
traled in the direction of flow of the 
ground water toward: the „ Sontaminated, 
area.” 

In other words, if the bacteria. that are 
naturally present include strains cap» 
able of degrading the. toxin hê are led 


ine years ago an explosion shook 
Sandhausen, a Rhine valley village 
near Heidelberg. A luboratory run hy an 
ageing chemist, Dr Frcund, was des- 
Iroyed and his one cmployee was killed, 

Four yenrs later {Dr Freund has since 
diecl of natural causes) some alarming 
cansequences have come lo light. 

Chlnrohydrocarhons had contami- 
nated the suil and poisoned the ground 
water. Sandhauscn, which now owned 
the property, drilled emergency wells, 
installed filers and trieul out other tech- 
niques lo improve the walter — but nol 
to much effect. 

Unexpected help now seems to be on 
HS way from another laboratory in the 
"technolegy park" adjoining the new 
Heiclelherg University campus. 

international Bivteclhnolagy Lahorat- 
ories UmhIl set up in business here, in 
bright new quarters, only three years 
ago. Hs young staff work in microbigl- 
ogy, binsynthesis onl genetic engineer 
ing. 

Small and ambilinus firans of this kind 
ure dismissed by sume as bio-buutiqucs, 
hut IBI. research scientists have ident 
ified Pseudomonul bacteria (they aren't 
sùying oxactly which strain) thal can 
make chiorohydrocarbuns harmless. 

The bacterin digest the carbon and 
degrude lhe toxic compound into. less 
harmful components. 

For months the IBL.bucteria hie 
been cating their way through the soil 
on the Sandhausen site, which is still 
highly contaminated. They have already 


Hj Jouchim Knackmuss and his 

colleagues it SlutLgart University 
department of microbiology like going 
to pfaces other people would not go 
nenr with u barpepale. 

They like industrial wasteland with 
its polluted soll; garbage lips, espe- 
cially tips full of toxle wasie; and wa- 
wr purificatisn plant at chemical 
Wurks. 

Their microscopic prey are lucleria 
thiat go by names such os pscudomonits 
and alcaligenes, ‘They must be among 
Ibe most fregnent living crenlvres in 
the world. They lve in soil er water. 

Their nulural tusk consisls uf dlu= 
cumpusiîng nalural substances. ‘They 
hiodegrae higher Hora oc fauna unl 
tring fulb-circle the natural cycle on 
which all living beings rely by reducing 
them to hydrocarbons, walcr, nilropg= 
en, ulphur and uther substances. 

Lf these nicru-orgimisnns itl MOL CX- 
ist tlhe work's reserves uf carbon diox- 
ie, for instance, would be exhausted 
in 4Û years, 

For miny years man has made use 
of these litle lulpers t0 decompose 
both nulural and manmade substances 
in water purification plant. 

Hans-Joachim Knackmuse hic arl 
even more ambitious target, Ile iins 
lo breed micrw-organisms tailor-made 
to hreak up toxic suhstances in which 
natural hacteria have yet lo shuw the 
teint interest, 

Dioxins are onc such group of loxie 
substances he hopes to handle with {he 
ad of cuMom-huilt hacteria. The 52- 
year-old Stuttgart scientist bas aJopI= 
cd 4 dual approach to developing his 
microbiological detoxifiers. 

He first uses nattıre’s own powers of 
imagination, as it were, then designs 
micro-organisms on the drawing- 
hoard in his labüratory. 

tle made headline news in Science, 
the US journal, last year with bacterin 
he ad a Swiss scientist had designe 
ta degrade lw suhstances simultane» 
uusly. 

Bacterit hud previously heen able 
tn decompose hoth substances separ 
ately, bul when they occurred together 
“the micrv-urgunisms called il ù duy,” 
Knacknmıuss says. 

The story was even more iramatic. 
The two substances occurred together 
in the purificution plint of a chemicals 
factury and poboneul the sludge bacte- 
fi, killing off the enlirc biological pu-= 
rification stage. 

lt took over four years of iid r= 
search tu find oul why the bacteria 
were unihle te deal wilh the two suh- 
stınces in cembinallon yet could han- 
le them sc parilcly. 

The two substances are very simi 
lat." he çxplains, “und the bactcrid set 
ahoul degrucling tem in what, re- 
spectively, wus lhe wrong wuy. The hy- 
products were futal for the bacteria." 

Ic, his leant and his felluw-scientîst 
in Geneva succeeded with what he 

calls aû "heave-ho" and “i fair tamottil 
of gvod luck" in isulaling five gents 
from three different strains of bacte- 
ria. 
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the school gate with her class friends, 
He did not gelt nut of lhe car, but he felt 
as if he were a sinner caught out when 
his daughter asked him if he was waiting 
for somconc. 

The stories which banned fathers tell 
do nat fit in very well with what women 
have to say after a broken relationship, 

The men have hurt pride, hurt vanity. 
They attempt to get involved cven after 
the breakup, claim ownership over ev- 
erything, play the sirong-man and pre- 
tended to feclings they do not have; the 
lisı of complaints ngairst thc alleged 
bad fathers is endless. 

The Church and feminists provide 
additional anımunition against (he mod- 
est demands bf fathers of families where 
no wedding ceremony has taken piace. 

One pastor nskced a man why he hal 
not murricd. The despiuiring man hal 
for years played the role of father of the 
family and had brought up his two 
children “just like in an ordinary fami- 
ly." 

‘The pastor could nol understand his 
answer: “Neither of us wanted to mar- 
ry." 

Feminists insist on women's righis as 
if ihey were defending lhe last bastion in 
the battle of the sexes, 

A woman recently placed an ndver- 
tisement in a Berlin newspaper: “I want 
te pel visiling rights withdruwn from tle 
father of my children. Who Knows any 
tips or tricks to aehicve 1his?" 

"Ihe question reflects whit has driven 
fathers 10 the burricudles after yeirs uf 
silence. Marianne Quoirin 

(Rolncr Sal Mnrvipur. 
Culapgie, 4 Ncmibcr ISX) 
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mW HORIZONS 


Planned law aimed at helping unmarried 
fathers gain access to children 


Christmas and for their birthdays. Some- 
times he has the suspicion that the child- 
ren never get thc parcels he sends to 
them. 

Sometimes he wonders if it would nol 
be better if he refrained from showing 
his children his affection for (hem, but 
then he imagines that one day both child- 
ren could be standing at his door to visit 
him. 

The new law, with which fathers of 
illegitimate children have to come lo 
terms, affecls worst (hose fathers, of all 
people, who are a far cry from the ininge 
of the authoritarian patriarch. 

An official from the Bundestag ad- 
ministration in Bunn said: “I took iı year 
off from work to look after our buby 
daughter, so hat her mother could du 
her exams." He misses Lhe close contacts 
he had wilh his child, For the past yer 
he has been forbidden ull contacl with 
her. 

He declined to take up visiting righls 
which allowed hin twe hours threc times 
a month with fis duughter, when his for- 
mer cumpanion spoke of him before the 
ardianship court as “just û semen dun- 


OT. 
In Sepmemher his Jaughler started 


sehuul. A week kaler he waiteul fur her in 
his car and saw her when she came out o 


he would like to see his son twice a 
month. He said it would be expecting too 
much to hope {o be with him for a wee- 
kend. 

He added that he just wanlcd to sce 
how his son was getting on. He knows 
more about his pupils than his own child, 
whose mother is duly-bound to infornı 
him about how the boy is growing up and 
gelling on. 

Fathers who have to pay maintenance 
regard comments about the child's wel- 
fare and the mother's rights as derisive. 
One father of two children said: “1 Jo not 
want just to have to pay for ever,” 

Since he separaled from his compan- 
ion, who was the mother of his son and 
daughter, he has only been able to follow 
ıhcir development from photograplıs. 

For Ihe past four years he his received 
u colour photo with lhe names uf the 
children and the date on the reverse side 
onCC id year. 

He has never recived a leuer ul 
thanks or even iu telephone call for the 
presents he has sent his children iu 


iu there is û Ick of iernitionil 
agreement. There is, it is truce, he [OKC 
Hugue ugrecment un he aspects ol civil 
law concerning intern Mional ibduetions 
uf children, und a European Cumnurn- 
ity agreement on the recognition and 
implementation of custody orders for 
children. 

No lslamic country, however, has 
signed these agrcenients and, according to 
Doris Bounaira, these arc just the coun- 
tries which present the greatest problems. 

Failing agreemenıs “Child Protection 
International" relies on prevention. “We 
try,” Doris Bounaira said, “lo nip the silua- 
tion in the bud. One has to take every sign 
of what the father is planning seriously.” 

In problem cases the association re- 
‘commends Allowing a third party to 
keep the situation under control or to 
withdraw visiting privileges completely. 

In many cases Doris Bounaira uses a 
method that has been applied success- 
fully in France; during or after a divorce 
the non-German partner in the marriage 
agrees to give up all rights of custody in 
private contract. 

Thiš agreement must be witnessed in 
all its lega! details by the person's em- 


„` bassy Or a court in the country of the 


non-Qerman member of the marriage. 
„, In cases of emergency there arc then 
‘goad legal grounds, even in Iran, to sue 
for recognition ¢ of a.custody order in the 
‘man's own coihtry; this puts a stop to 
` possible! “abductions.” : 
Advice of this sort has come too laie 
„for Karine Bağlıeri- Gamerschlag. Her 
` divorce has come through and she was 


he father who, 


Custody rulings 
foiled by 
child abductions 


that here are hbeiween 500 and 1,000 
similar cases a year in the Federal Re- 
public. 

These cases do not always involve 
conflict in marriages between Germans 
and non-Germans; two-thirds of then 
involve a Germa man and wife where 
one of the partners, who does not have 
custody of the children, abducts them. 
` Frau Bonaira told her association 
that “şince divorce law was reformed in 
1976 well-off fathers believe they can 
dodge having to pay maintenance by 
running off with the children. 

*In şuch cases no-one knows whcre to 
look for the „children, If the father is a 
foreigner it is fairly certain hat he will 
have returned to his own country," she 
said. 

In most cases if i$ 
takëš the children away io İlve ib an en 
vironment that is culturally foreign to 
them, 
` The motive cai be rovengê, for in- 
slance, because the wife hans applied for 
divorce or lo put the wife under pres- 
sure to withdraw the divorce praceed- 


ings slıe has started. Matters concerning ‘ 


i given custody of the children. 


Siamak Baghori hus started divorçe 
proceedings in Iran and pit in his claim 
for custody of the children. 

Little Sara fiş now attending a school 

„in Teheran: She wroie sêctefly. to ber 
; molher: “J cry a ‘tot. Whatever happens 


„you must come and bring us back,” 


3 ` anne Eckart: 
` {Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntigsblott, 
‘Hamburg, 27 November 1988) 


maintenance can lk play an important 
rale, 

Dûris ` Bounaira said: »Thére is 
‘scarcely: any hope of getting a child back 


who has been abducted to ‘an Arab. .: 


country.” 

` She founded the noti-prolit-makîng 
organisation *Ckild Prolection Inerna- 
tional,” and is the organisation's first 
‘president. Despite a shortage of funds:it 


has been able tû offer help in more than’ 


10Û cases, bringing childrên baçk: home. 


. The main problem in these caşes is 


ne day in August, Karine Bagheri- 

CGamerschlag waited for her 
نا رت ولااخد و رانو .لات ,ارفلا معتاان نل‎ 
return home. They did't come. 

They had been to visit their Iranian 
father, Siamak Bagheri, and the mother 
fearcd thal he had absconded to Iran 
with them, He had. 

He had done it once before, in Octob- 
er 1987, lo force her to withdraw a di- 
vorce application. So she stopped pro- 
ceedings, the children were returned — 
and she opencd proceedings again. 

In December 1987 the court awarded 
her temporary cuslody of the children 
in the interim before the case became 
absolute but warned her of the risk that 
the father might again act. 

He did. On 7 August he telephoned 
from Teheran and told her he and the 
children intended remaining in Iran. 


The franians do not recognise Ger-: 
man courts on custody questions. In. 


Iran, the father is usually given custody. 
And if Frau Bagheri-Gamerschlag, 38, 
had gone to Iran to get her children 
back, she might not have been allowed 
to return to Germany. 


The foreign wife of an Iraniaı ao 
RiaTEaITY HAS Traian GITTZETENTD df e.” 


as a consequence, obliged to obéy her; 
husband’s wishes. She would have. 
needed her husband's approval for her 
to return to the Federal Republic. 

. Th her. distress she turned to West, 
German. politicians; {o the President,’ 
Richard von Weizsicker, Chancellor 


` Kohl, Rita Süssmuth, now president of 


the Bundestag but. previously Family’ . 


` ‘Affairs Minister, Epployment Minister ' 
. Norbert Blim and Foreign Affairs Mins 


ister Hans- Dietrich Genscher. 

Alt her.letters ended up sooner or la-. 
ter in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, but 
‘the Ministty has hot been able to. hold 


. ‘güt mutch hope.fqor her that her children 


J be retirfled. 3 
This ease is far from an : isolated one; 


' Doris Bounaiia ‘of thie Cologne-based 


*Child Protection Thternational" elaimş 


laus Kersting has not been allowed | 

to see his daughter for two years. He 
lived with the girl's mother for three 
yenrs before they broke up. 

For a ycar, he saw his daughter every 
Sunday for a few hours. Then the mother 
stopped him. She got a court order back 
her up. 

Her reasons far the change of mind 
seem reasonable: the daughler became 
upset on secing the father and afterwards 
uecdecl comforting. 

The judge didn't look into the ques- 
tion of why the girl became upset. Nor 
dicl any psychologist. Nor any sucial 
worker, 

Did the daughter become upset be- 
cause she was unable to reconcile (he 
man himself with the ugly picture that 
mother drew of him? Or was it perhaps 
because she had to say goodbye cnch 
time? 

None of this mattered — because the 
muther knew the law stood four-square 
behind her, An unuıarricd father sepa- 
rated fron the mother is in ù legally 
hopeless position if lhe mother wants to 
keep him away. 

But new laws are heing drafted to give 
the unmarried father improved rights — 
with rights of access the nuin point. 
Conservatives and feminists object. 

The draft legislation proposes that fa- 
thers of illegitimate children should he 
allowed to cultivate contacts with their 
children if this Joes not harm the child's 


welfare ia r geman. 


In contrast, the existing law has û dif- 
ferent nuance: it says that conlact with 
the father must advance the interests of 
the child, 

Juslice Minister Hans Engelhard's 
plans do not go far enough in the view of 
the men involved. They demand that 
they should have the same rights of cus- 
tody as fathers of legitimate children af- 
ler adivorce. 

A Cologne educationalist said; “Prob- 
ably we would be better off not denıand- 
ing so much, Perhaps it would be better 
to announce that we would be content 
with just the right to visit our children.” 

.He has not been able to visit his son’ 
for the past three years. He is putting all 
his hopes on the new law and the attitude 
takên by`the judge i in the guardianship 
court. 

After separating from his companion. 
of many years standing Peter Sander (his 
name has also been altered) once had the 
right to visit his son — twice a month for 
three hours — buf this was taken away 
from him when the mother said that the 
Visits wer HOt god: for {Ré BD‘ WETBE 
ing. 

According to Peter Sander he and.his 
Son got on well together. until the day his 
former companion discovered that he 
was living with another woman, 

Sander is a teacher. Hê did nol wish to 
liave his {rue identity revealed in case it 
provoked his former copariion and thie 
mother of hiş son;. when he made a sek: 
ond approach for’ visiting rights... , -: 

He is convinced' that’ his .rights werê 
discontinued not oh the: grourids öf‘his 
son's welfare but simply becausé. his foi 
mer companion found out about! ‘his new 
relationship, 

He maintainedi 1: have been punished 
beéauşê.of the new. woman in my-life;” 
He'said fie félt that.he had been chékted 
outof his rights as a father. ; ° 

Whit he wants is. in fact qtite méd : 
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. . lt doesn't pay to think about It. 
(Phas: Klein) 


und manages “to mike a guud living.” His 
programme has broadened enurmously 
aver the past few years heciuise, he siys. 
long term the fukir repertoire is too limited 
lo remain interesting. So he does things 
tat the iscetics would never dream uf cl- 
ing such as juggling with Indian clubs and 
doing his act on the one-whecled cycle. 

He says the more traditional of the iets 
are nat as popular us they once wer. 
Sometimes he asks his audience if he 
should do the bed-of-nails trick and it says 
“no.” Alyn thinks that they see so much ag- 

grein’ televivion and video that they 
would rather see something less serious. 
But his fire acts, they are still popular. 

The most important thing for him is to 
be able to put his craft over and be funny 
at the same time. 

He trains several hours a day, which 
means even going shopping and taking 
his dog out while riding his one- wheeled 
cycle. He keeps himself fit with hard phy- 
sical exercise. 

He says he knows he as at the age 
where people are prone (o heart attacks, 
so he pushes himself to the limit. But 

. otherwise, he feels his age is no handicap. 

Rolf Bendig, alias Fakir. Alyn, is still 
restless: “{'m still looking,” It could well 
be that he wilt find something totally dif- 
ferent to do. 

Only one thing is certain: “J want to be 
able to make an terrific jiving at it so TU 
have a good inétome in old age." So he 
really does count himself as mere mortal, 
after all, Petra Pluwaisch 

(Kãlner Sıadıt-Anzelger,‏ ف 
Cologne, 26 November 1988)‏ ‘"' 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


bather him, The an- 
ly reul danger is if a 
gust of wind comes 
frum an unexpecled 
direction. He uses 
yogi vxercihes tu 
loosen ltis whole 
hody so thal it no- 
tices neither flames ° 
ner mii. He de- 
scribes the cumhi- 
nalion Of yogu ind 
meditation ids a Û 
form uf self hypno- 
sis. Before every 
performnce, le 
sands on his heal, 
yogi style, to eli 
mivate stage fright 
anl amuse his audi 
ence. Anuther trick 
te prevent pain aud 
to win energy is to 
stay awıy from drugs of any sort. Nut 
even coffee. AM home, only herbal tea anl 
malt ersate colle Irom burley mall are 
Servet. 

ln the kitchen here is u grain mill. 
Nuxt to itis Hour nile from soya bean ~~ 
he docsn'l cut any animal prutein, Anl 
fireng Alyn hitsn't smoked fir 25 
FUiirs. 

He learned the trade fı, After a few 
wecks he win ible 10 negotiile u path of 
broke gliss without tas much damage. 
Hall a yvar liter, he was able to lake his 


Fakir Alyn . 


ACT NN ITO TTT a sas an n 


For three yeurs he performed with a 
hlazing turclı and a hed of nuils he assem- 
hled himself, Fle went to the big cities of 
Europe and, in the pedestrianised shopp- 
ing zones, operated his own one-man 
sireet theatre. 

He fluid himself on the bed of nails and 
walked over’ hroken glass, he spat fire 
und swullowed flames and wriggled out 
of iran chains. He pepped up the tradi- 
tional fakir repertoire by encouraging au- 
dience participation and introducing 
touches of humour. The humour, how- 
ever, was nol well reccived by fellow fa- 
kirs, who regard it as inappropriate for 
the trade. 

The street performances were profit- 
able, hut they were only a stepping stone 
(or should that be stepping glass?) to 
other things, The stage. 

His first stage appearance was four 
ycûurs ago as u fire swallower in Smetana's 
The Bartered Bride in Cologne's opera 
house. He still appeurs at city festivals, 


theatre festivals und at private gatherings, ' 


He himself is at û loss teclay to explain 
low he departed from the world of nor- 
mul life. When he was 2Û he already 
knew thiul he woukl want to clo something 
ather than lay bricks For ever. Jt was viın- 
ply a feeling. 

Over the next l( years, he forgot 
about it, But when he turned 30, the idea 
relurncd “without any apparent reason”, 
He vail peolhye te bricklaying and 
hasn't pickeul up u trowel si 

AL first he lived frum his savings: then 
he dil a bit uf singing, mule “trashy bits 
und pieces although this reminded 
lim tou much of bis ull tule =~ and then 
surltd to develop un interest in strevt 
theatre. 

Ile lost weight, hecame mote supple, 
changed his dict und adopted ù healthicr 
lifestyle. He continued louking for i joh 
which would hring hin money andl enjoy» 
ment. 

Why dil he decide to become û fakir? 
Simply becinse he happened to see one, 
he explains, Eis Hirst item pl to walk over 
broken glass look place in bis home --- 
AME iC wit at Al promising: “[ jul 
hroke 4 few pglasws amd walked mer 
them. L1 thought anybody could lo il." 
‘The 25 cuts in his fel showed him other- 
wie. 

He says: IL is all right beforehand to 
know that you're ging tv gu aver lhe 
Flies, but it's no gol thinking as yon go: 
Tm walking over broken gliss ind I'nı 
nut ilowecl to injure myself.’ Otherwitv, 
you WOrt MAINTET H.A “fakir mist he 
hard with himself, even if he burns his 
nose. 

He Knows from experience. Ihe first 
time he put, full af trepidation, the fiery 
torch in his mouth, he burnt himself und 
for it weck wus uble to eut only cold food. 

He has burnt hules in his longue and 
accusionally the ring of fire has scorched 
his trousers and testicles. 

“But thal was nu reuson tu give up,” he 
says. “lf yau are determined lo leiıp ac- 
ross n strcam with both feet, you will do 
i" 

Bul willpower alone is also nol en- 
ough lo give protection against hurns. He 
gives most of the credit lo breathing and 
relaxation techniques which “can remove 
much of the pain threshold.” 

Fur his first fire attempt, he simply 
wrapped sume gauze round a torch, 
dipped il in a flammable solu lil it, 
held his arm over the flume and Jis- 
covered: "Bloody hat." 

He still regularly hurns the buir on his 
arms, fut otherwise the heat doesn't 


. certain whether the venue will change 
from “European Culture City” to “Euro” 
, pean Culturé City," or remain in one 
place. It is also still not ceftain whether 
the prize will become an established in; 


stitution, which is what many film indus: 


=1, i, + 28 Novémber 1988) 


try people would like. 1 
The prize, according to the appeal 

„. made by: European directors, “has nef 
been. created against anything but .for 

, something,” for strengthening the Euro” 


pean film industry in the East and 


West in equal] measure. 2 
Even if the Felix is not to be an "Anl 


: Oscar,” the award was a “dialogue with 


the Oscar,” as.Harry ‘Gilmore put it, the 


.` . Ameri¢an:reprgsentative to Berlin, 2 2 
Marianne Heuwagen 1 
ei E Munich 


eçjtkilly in the East and.the West, Every - 
East Bloc country producing films took 
part. 


ı Horst Pelinert, Eùst Berlin's Depuly . 


Miniter for the Arts, who had welcomed 

the Prize in an interview he hi givén be- 

ture the event, came with his collcagucs. 
The success uf the awards ceremony 


wats mude possible to u .considerabje ex- . 
tent because it was ıı totally European . 


uvenl, an acknowledgement of the jolt 
traditions of the European filn. 


“Puliliciuns nul provide the location 


und hope that people use it lo the full,”. 


said Volker Hessecmer, Berlin's Senator 
for the Arts in an interview he had .given 
before the prize-giving. 


Despite the considerable costs the Bore 
‘lin Senate. hopes that the prize award cer-: 
emony'. will remain in Berfin. [t is not yet - 


Continued Irom page 11 


ship uf French actress fsabelle 1Hupperl, 
selected lie prize-wuinners. 

A Brith uctor Ben Kingsley siuicl, it 
wis tıt much of it pleasure silting lor 12 
tû 14 hours û day watching films for u 
whole weck long. 

‘Then the jury memhers hil their own 
leas in the cluice of prize-winners. 
tireek cernpuscr Mikis ‘Ihevdornkis 
nominated film music which was uot in- 
clude in the jury's list, 

Then jury members awarded an addi- 
tioul prize to Sir Richard Atienborvugh, 
apart from Ihe prizes planned for Bernar- 
do Bertolucci, Marcello Mastrolanni and 
ingamiır Bergman. Shruggîng his shoulder 
û member of Berlin's Senate said: "They 
are reûl artists." 

The prize’ ‘awards were ‘welcomed 
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WM FRONTIERS 


From bricklayer to fakir in a 
series of scorching lessons 


i ‘Slrer Gtadtimcigcr 


is eyele has only one wheel und no 

handlebars, But Ire sits on il ais if it 
coullnt be morc comfortable. With is 
right hand, he mnhes unather onc- 
wheeled cycle ahcal of him. With the 
eather hand he holds u SevYenalEp ilumi- 
nium laueler in the air, 

A khaki rucksiwk sagging wilh Bucci 
howls (acd in street bowls) lungs froin 
his back und bumps along the prounul. 
wort-out bunrd projects Irom the top of 
Ihe sack. So docs the grip em uf an luli 
uu club and a Chingse [ire torch; aroun 
Uc SCKk ire i few hola hoops. 

Rul Beudig is un his way tO work —- inn 
wide, blk breeches at Huler 
gus, His heiud is completely hall 
from û lille picce of hair a the hick of 
bis head, A silver hill moun dangles fron 
one var-lobe: trom the uther shines it 
pln stud. 

Benulig, wha contes trem Culngue. has 
chosen a cireer tt puts mo viluc on 
dress regulations, thit has nu huss and 
only ù few fellow practitioners: he is it fii 
kir. (Fakir: ıincrant Indu ascetic or 
womdlereworkern,. 

His prufevional name n Fakir Alyn; 
andl he elescribes hintclf is art “emertiin-= 
ment artist specitlaing ir fire" whet "uses 
sharp ims and blunts thew uith cum 
uly.” 

At cCunpany parties and strect fesliv- 
als, le walks over broken zluss with bare 
fect without drawing the slightest drop of 
hlocd. puts a blazing torch in his mouth 
as ıf it were instead a conc uf te cream, 
unl survives with skin intict when he lies 
with bared back on a Del uf nails he 
nude himmsulf. 2 

te juggles with the torch, frying pin 
and rav egg; hows up ia rubber glove 
through his nase until it is lhe size ol a 
pumpkin: and, as he puffs away, plays 
hoolahoup with a ring of fire «hile a fire- 
work glows on top uf his hald head. 

Four almoy 1U years, Alyn has been 
une uf what he eslimates are û band of 
only abuut 20 or 30 fakirs in West Gier= 
many who risk their necks by «(loing 
things thal havc been performed by reli- 
gious usectics in Asia for centuries. 

The work "fakir" nuans “pour person" 
in Aruhir. Once upon iû lime, incvtics 
wandered ius religinus menditcanls 
through the Nlamic countrics, ning their 
tough skin ta demonstrate self discipline 
in the interests uf both Cid and Miun- 
UML 

The British, who in their conquering 
ways, came deruns then Mure often thati 
wher Uuropenn, poptlurisel the akir fn 
Europe, ulthuugh U beciumie the urtintic 
sile which ws buke it vith wonder 
rcuther than Ihe rehipinus. 

Betudig, Hl, hud not lhe slijahtest inten 
tion 4f doing anyling tn this linc uintil 
une day he went 10 Colopne's Volkspgart- 

andl xaw u fukir playing with fite. Ife 
recills now how, at the time, he wat tty- 
ing tu firul his miche semcw here. 

Fle had already Uricd his hand at many 
things. He might haye becunmw one uf any 
number uf things, 4 singer, perhaps, or û 
Uancer. He was hen u brickkayer, 30 years 
ull, 85 kilos (E3 stone 5 pounds) aud still 
had hair un his head. He hil just decidexl 
10 completely change his lifestyle, 


